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A  strong  case 


Parliament  has  risen  for  the  summer,  and  there  are 
hints  that  it  may  not  meet  again  for  business  before  a 
new  election  has  been  held.  If  not,  one  of  the  prime 
election  "issues"  is  certain  to  be  nationalisation,  so 
it  is  perhaps  not  surprising  that  Sir  Ronald  Edwards, 
chairman  of  Beecham  Group,  should  deliver  at  the 
company's  annual  meeting  what  the  Financial  Times 
described  as  "the  most  trenchantly-worded  case  yet 
to  be  argued  from  the  business  world  against  enlarged 
state  intervention  in  industry." 

As  part  of  his  attack,  Sir  Ronald  referred  to 
"planning  agreements"  which  he  believed  a  Labour 
Government  would  seek  to  establish  with  large 
companies,  covering  such  matters  as  prices,  the  level 
of  home  and  overseas  sales,  regional  distribution  of 
employment,  domestic  investment  levels,  industrial 
relations  practice  and  product  development.  These 
agreements  would  be  on  a  tripartite  basis,  with  the 
unions  involved. 

"The  sanction,  so  far  as  one  can  see,  would  be  to 
restrict  capital  investment  grants,  industrial  develop- 
ment certificates  and  so  on  to  those  companies  which 
toed  the  line,  and  to  withhold  them  from  those  which 
did  not.  Presumably  another  sanction  would  be  the 
threat  of  public  ownership." 

Taking  Beecham's  own  painstaking  quest  for  the 
penicillin  nucleus  as  his  example.  Sir  Ronald  asked : 
"Is  it  seriously  suggested  that  the  existence  of  a 
'planning  agreement'  between  Beecham  and  the 
Government  of  the  day  would  have  made  all  this  any 
easier  to  achieve?  Our  discovery  .  .  .  only  came  after 
many  years  of  patient  and  relatively  fruitless  research, 
paid  for  out  of  the  profits  on  other  products  and 
through  the  determination  of  a  small,  individualistic 
group  of  men.  Might  not  our  Government  partners  in  a 
'planning  agreement'  have  argued  that  we  should 
stop  throwing  good  money  after  bad  and  switch  our 
attention  to  something  else  ?  One  thing  is  certain  : 
if  the  discovery  had  not  been  made  in  this  country 
Britain  would  have  been  deprived  of  the  considerable 
foreign  exchange  earnings  which  have  flowed 
from  it." 

Other  points  in  the  speech  included  : — If  private 
enterprise  is  destroyed,  seriously  curbed,  or  made 
financially  unattractive,  some  of  the  ablest  of  the 
country's  young  people  will  go  elsewhere. 

Also  it  would  rarely  be  possible  for  Civil  Servants,  in 
going  over  the  long-range  plans  of  the  major  firms 
in  the  private  sector,  to  make  better  decisions  than 
those  who  are  paid  to  do  the  job  and  have  a  personal 
interest  in  the  outcome.  In  practice,  decisions  would 
take  longer  to  achieve.  We  should  be  bogged  down 
in  bureaucracy;  and  perhaps  worst  of  all,  decisions 
would  be  influenced  by  the  short-term  political  interest 
cf  the  party  in  power. 


There  was  a  danger  of  domination  of  individual 
freedom — freedom  to  try  ideas,  to  choose  between 
employers  or  between  products  of  different 
manufacturers  and,  very  important,  freedom 
to  complain. 

Although  Sir  Ronald's  speech  was  couched  in 
general  terms,  he  must  have  had  regard  to  the  fact 
that  the  pharmaceutical  industry  is  one  of  the  Labour 
Party's  prime  targets.  However,  the  fears  he  expresses 
are  not  simply  a  matter  of  self-interest  —  they  are 
based  on  extensive  knowledge  of  the  effects  of 
Governmental  control  gained  from  the  "inside",  as 
the  chairman  of  the  electricity  supply  industry  for 
almost  a  decade. 

Out  of  tragedy 

As  is  so  often  the  case,  the  committee  of  inquiry  into 
the  death  of  a  three-year-old  child  from  an  over-dose 
of  Nepenthe  at  Horton  General  Hospital  (p. 151)  finds 
that  a  chain  of  inexplicable  human  errors  was  to  blame. 
Those  most  closely  involved  will  live  with  the  memory 
of  the  consequences  of  their  momentary  human 
failures,  but  the  committee's  function  —  fulfilling  the 
wishes  of  the  child's  parents  —  has  been  to  find  means 
whereby  future  tragedies  might  be  averted. 

The  committee  comprised  a  senior  nurse  tutor,  a 
consultant  paediatrician  and  a  housewife  and  mother, 
under  the  chairmanship  of  a  barrister  and  with  a 
former  hospital  administrator  as  secretary.  It  is  therefore 
all  the  more  reassuring  that,  despite  any  pharmaceutical 
involvement  in  the  events  leading  up  to  the  death, 
their  recommendations  include  recognition  of  the 
pharmacist's  role  in  ensuring  good  prescribing  practice 
in  the  hospital. 

For  Controlled  Drugs,  or  administration  of  any  drug 
to  a  child  under  12  years,  the  proposed  "drill"  would, 
include  a  duty  upon  nurse  or  pharmacist  to  query 
prescriptions  not  written  in  metric  terms;  the  doctor 
is  required  to  take  full  responsibility  for  calculations 
(such  as  weight  to  volume)  unless  the  prescription  is 
referred  to  the  pharmacist,  and  pharmacists  must 
check  Controlled  Drug  registers  regularly  to  ensure 
there  is  no  divergence  from  accepted  practice. 

That  adds  up  to  part  of  the  function  of  ward 
pharmacy,  which  at  a  minimum  can  be  a  key  factor 
in  any  control  system  designed  to  avoid  the 
consequences  of  human  failings. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  committee  of  inquiry 
has  confined  the  influence  of  its  recommendations  to 
Controlled  Drugs  and  drugs  for  children.  The  principle 
of  control  is  worthy  of  wider  application  —  there  are 
drugs  of  greater  potential  hazard  than  Controlled 
Drugs,  and  an  adult  is  just  as  likely  to  succumb  to  a 
fifteen-fold  maximum  dose  as  is  a  twelve-year-old. 
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Contractors  claim  an 
extra  30  per  cent 


A  30  per  cent  remuneration  increase  is 
being  claimed  by  the  Central  NHS  Com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  chemist  contractors 
in  England  and  Wales. 

At  its  meeting  last  week,  the  committee 
considered  reports  prepared  by  its  con- 
sultant accountant  based  on  the  increased 
amounts  considered  to  be  justified  by 
recent  cost  inquiries  into  salaries  and 
wages  and  overheads.  The  claim,  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department  of  Health  im- 
mediately, was  for  an  increase  of  7-4p  per 
prescription,  representing  about  30  per 
cent  (equivalent  to  £22m  approximately 
in  a  full  year)  more  than  the  present  level. 
The  claim  also  took  into  account  the  Com- 
mittee's claim  for  £4,500  pa  for  the  pro- 
prietor's notional  salary  (still  being  nego- 
tiated), the  changes  in  the  basis  of  allo- 
cating property  costs  (rent,  rates  etc,  also 
being  negotiated),  and  the  anticipated  re- 
duction in  income  from  private  dispensing 
following  the  supply  of  contraceptives  on 
forms  FP  10. 

An  early  meeting  with  the  Department 
is  being  sought  so  that  representatives  of 
the  Committee  can  press  the  claim  per- 
sonally. 

Latest  container  offer  "unrealistic" 

The  Committee  considered  the  latest  posi- 
tion on  container  allowance.  In  March 
the  Department  had  put  forward  an  offer 
of  l  ip  per  prescription  in  reply  to  a 
claim  by  the  Committee.  That  offer  was 
rejected  by  the  Committee  on  July  24  as 
being  totally  unrealistic.  Further  infor- 
mation was  now  being  collected  from 
manufacturers  and  wholesalers  on  prices 
currently  being  charged  for  containers  in 
support  of  the  Committee's  aim  to  secure 
a  realistic  average  cost.  In  the  meantime, 
a  separate  claim  was  being  pursued  for 
an  additional  4p  allowance  where,  through 
shortages,  two  bottles  had  to  be  used  to 
dispense  one  prescription.  It  had  been 
agreed  that  a  full  scale  container  costs  in- 
quiry should  be  held  in  the  Spring  of 
1975. 

A  detailed  report  was  received  on  the 
meeting  between  the  Committee's  repre- 
sentatives and  the  Minister,  Dr  David 
Owen  (last  week,  p  110). 

A  reply  has  been  received  from  the 
Department  to  representations  that  the 
Drug  Tariff  be  amended  to  allow  family 
practitioner  committees  to  pay  for  a  rota 
service  commencing  at  5.30  pm.  The 
matter  will  be  considered  at  the  next 
meeting  in  the  light  of  the  proposed  re- 
vision of  the  hours  of  service  scheme  pre- 
pared by  the  contract  subcommittee. 

Arising  from  a  question  about  the  ab- 
sence of  representatives  of  pharmacy  from 
the  meeting  between  representatives  of 
the  medical,  dental  and  nursing  profes- 
sions and  the  Secretary  for  Social  Services, 


members  were  reminded  of  their  decision 
in  June  to  continue  separate  representa- 
tions for  improved  remuneration  for 
chemist  contractors.  The  meeting  with 
Mrs  Castle  had  been  concerned  with  an 
injection  of  cash  to  improve  the  hospital 
service,  and  the  remuneration  of  salaried 
staff. 

The  Committee  noted  the  Department's 
assurance  that  everything  possible  was 
being  done  to  ensure  that  where  it  was 
impossible  to  make  prompt  payments  to 
contractors  because  of  work  arrears,  ad- 
vance payments,  on  account,  of  95  per 
cent  would  be  despatched  on  the  first 
working  day  of  the  month.  The  secretary 
undertook  to  re-emphasise  to  the  Depart- 
ment the  strength  of  the  Committee's  con- 
cern at  the  present  situation. 

After  further  consideration  of  the  word- 
ing of  the  "Value  your  rural  pharmacist" 
card  it  was  agreed  that  requests  for  copies 
would  only  be  met  from  pharmacies  likely 
to  be  affected  by  doctor  dispensing,  and 
that  the  cards  would  only  be  supplied 
direct  to  the  pharmacy  wishing  to  make 
the  display. 

Representations  had  been  made  to  the 
Department  that  the  maximum  quantity 
of  oral  contraceptive  tables  which  may  be 
prescribed  and  dispensed  against  a  single 
prescription  on  form  FP  10  should  be 
limited  to  a  maximum  of  three  month's 
supply.  The  Department's  reply  indicated 
it  was  not  prepared  to  impose  any  restric- 
tion on  the  freedom  of  doctors  to  use  their 
clinical  judgment  when  prescribing  oral 
contraceptives.  It  was  decided  that  a  fee 
should  be  sought  for  each  month's  sup- 
ply where  a  form  FP  10  was  written  for 
more  than  one  month's  supply. 

Script  pricing 

It  was  pointed  out  that  pharmacists 
who  sought  price  information  from  the 
pricing  bureaux  did  not  appreciate  that 
the  prices  they  were  given  were  for  the 
previous  month,  ie  the  prices  applicable 
to  the  prescription  currently  being  priced. 
Pricing  bureaux  would,  for  example,  not 
receive  their  August  pricing  charts,  bear- 
Mr  H.  G.  Purdon, 
divisional 
manager, 
Glaxo-Farley 
Foods,  with  Mrs 
Margaret  Powell, 
author  and 
broadcaster,  who 
presented  £250 
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competition 


ing  August  prices,  until  the  first  week  infl 
September.  During  the  discussion  it  wasH 
agreed  that  pharmacists  should  be  re-fl 
minded  that,  for  tablets,  the  basic  Drug!  I 
Tariff  price  for  each  was  a  weightedH 
average  of  the  prices  charged  by  EvansJB 
Cox,  Kerfoot  and  Macarthys  and  that,  inH 
the  case  of  galenicals,  the  prices  listedB 
were  weighted  averages  of  those  charged;  1 
by  Evans  and  Macarthys.  It  would  alsoi! 
be  confirmed  in  the  reminder  that,  despitejH 
the  fact  that  pharmacists  themselves  wereffl 
only  given  quarterly  notifications  of  Drug  fj 
Tariff  price  changes,  the  pricing  chartsO 
used  in  the  bureaux  were  reprinted  foim 
each  month's  pricing  so  that  the  price™ 
paid  for  all  Tariff  items  related  to  theal 
month  during  which  the  items  were  sup-H 
plied.  The  effective  date  for  price  change*}]! 
for  official  drugs  and  preparations  foil 
NHS  purposes  was  the  eighth  of  thell 
month.  Where  there  was  a  change  in  prialjj 
between  the  first  and  the  eighth  of  the|| 
month  the  new  price  was  used  for  thfll 
pricing  of  that  month's  prescriptions  bul 
where  the  price  change  took  place  aftea 
the  eighth  of  the  month  the  new  price  took! 
effect,  for  pricing  purposes,  for  the  pricing! 
of  the  following  month's  prescriptions.  1 

The  Committee  welcomed  proposal]! 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  aimeql 
at  regularising  the  choice  of  suitable  pre! 
mises  as  collecting  and  distributing  pointiji 
for  NHS  prescriptions  in  outlying  areasa 
Joint  discussions  would  be  necessary  orl 
some  points  of  detail. 

It  was  reported  that,  in  accordance! 
with  the  decision  taken  at  the  last  meeting! 
each  of  the  eight  Area  Chemist  ContracI 
tors  Committees  in  Wales  had  been  askeci 
to  nominate  a  member  to  the  Welsr! 
National  Chemist  Contractors  CommiteeBl 

Families  keep  average  of 
12  medicines  at  home 

The  average  number  of  medicinal  product;! 
owned  per  family  is  12-4  according  to  ;l 
survey  by  Acumen  Marketing  Group,  21  "J 
Tottenham  Court  Road,  London  Wl.  I 

The    average    number    of  cosmetic! 
toiletry  products  owned  was   26-5.  ThJ 
fieldwork  was  based  on  a  thorough  search 
with  the  owners'  consent,  of  494  homes  r 
.  Almost  one-quarter  of  homes  had  £ 
"high  ownership"  level  of  18  or  mor< 
medicines,   but  in   households  reporting 
sufferers  from  skin  troubles  "high  owner 
ship"  rose  to  42  per  cent  of  the  group. 

Coughs  and  colds  were  reported  mon 
frequently  in  larger  households  whereas 
indigestion,  tension,  anxiety  and  a  genera 
"run-down"  feeling  were  most  commonlj 
reported  in  the  smaller  households. 
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Hospitals  advised  not  to 
use  multidose  CDs 


Nepenthe  should  not  be  used  in  NHS 
hospitals  and  multidose  containers  of 
Controlled  Drugs  should  be  withdrawn 
from  general  use  on  hospital  wards  in 
favour  of  ampoules  containing  up  to  the 
maximum  adult  dose,  advises  a  report 
published  last  week. 

A  committee  of  inquiry  of  the  Oxford 
Regional  Health  Authority  investigated 
the  death  of  three-year-old  Ian  Luckett, 
who  died  at  Horton  General  Hospital, 
Banbury,  in  February,  as  a  result  of  being 
injected  with  5ml  of  Nepenthe  instead  of 
the  5  minim  dose  ordered  by  the  doctor. 

Other  recommendations  by  the  Com- 
mittee include:  — 

□  the  Controlled  Drug  register  should 
contain  a  table  of  the  usual  dosages,  and 
hospital  pharmacists  should  inspect  ward 
CD  registers  at  regular  intervals  to  notice 
any  divergences  from  accepted  practice; 

□  if  for  any  reason  a  prescription  is 
written  in  terms  other  than  metric,  it 
should  be  the  duty  of  the  nurse  or  phar- 
macist to  qu0ry  the  prescription  with  the 
doctor  who,  if  he  wishes  to  continue, 
should  supervise  the  administration  him- 
self; 

□  the  prescribing  doctor  is  responsible 
for  any  calculation  required  to  convert  the 
prescription  into  metric  volume  unless  he 
wishes  to  refer  the  prescription  to  the 
pharmacist; 

□  in  general,  prescriptions  should  be 
written  by  weight  rather  than  volume,  but 
the  doctor  must  include  any  calculation 
required  to  convert  this  to  the  volume  of 
solution  to  be  used  unless  he  has  referred 
the  prescription  to  the  pharmacist; 

□  prescriptions  should  always  be  written 
on  a  separate  form  which  should  be  in 
front  of  the  nurse  when  preparing  and 
giving  the  drug; 

□  there  should  be  a  "prescribed  drill"  for 
use  in  all  hospitals  for  checking  the  ad- 
ministration of  Controlled  Drugs  and  all 
drugs  to  be  given  to  children  below  the 
age  of  12.  The  drill  should  be  published 
as  a  small  booklet  for  issuing  to  all  nurs- 
ing and  medical  staff,  and  be  displayed 
near  every  drug  cupboard  in  the  form  of  a 
notice  (the  report  gives  a  suggested  drill); 

□  children's  wards  should  be  supplied 
only  with  ampoules  of  drugs  suitable  for 
paediatric  purposes. 

Recommendations  helpful 

Mrs  M.  H.  Ferriman,  chief  pharmacist 
at  Horton  General  Hospital,  told  C&D 
that  in  general  she  agreed  with  the 
report's  recommendations.  She  was  un- 
aware that  doctors  were  using  minims  for 
prescribing — the  pharmacy  department  at 
the  hospital  had  not  dispensed  in  the 
imperial  system  since  1969. 

A  spokesman  for  the  Oxfordshire  Area 
Health  Authority  (Teaching)  said  the 
recommendations    were    "helpful"  and 


many  of  them  had  already  been  adopted. 
Those  recommendations  with  "wider  im- 
plications" were  to  be  put  to  medical, 
nursing  and  pharmaceutical  staff  for 
advice  on  the  action  to  be  taken. 

A  spokesman  for  Vestric,  suppliers 
of  Nepenthe,  said  that  the  product  was 
available  in  a  15ml  multidose  vial  until 
September  last  year,  but  at  that  time  a 
0  5  ml  ampoule  was  introduced  and  manu- 
facture of  the  multidose  presentation  was 
discontinued.  The  company  had  not  seen 
details  of  the  report,  but  were  awaiting 
future  instructions  from  the  Department 
of  Health  concerning  the  product's  avail- 
ability. A  Department  of  Health  spokes- 
man confirmed  that  a  copy  of  the 
report  had  been  received,  and  was  being 
considered  in  consultation  with  Depart- 
mental advisers  in  pharmaceutical,  medi- 
cal and  nursing  spheres. 

Hospital  authorities  had  been  advised 
in  October,  1971,  that  a  common  working 
system  for  the  prescribing,  dispensing  and 
administering  of  drugs  in  the  metric 
system  should  be  introduced  and  staff 
informed  of  the  use  of  the  system,  before 
April  1,  1972. 


The  National  Pharmaceutical  Union  has 
warned  members  not  to  sell  Max  Factor 
Swedish  Formula  products  without  first 
removing  all  leaflets  from  the  cartons. 

This  warning  follows  a  statement  from 
Max  Factor  that  they  are  to  withdraw 
certain  wording  in  the  brochure  that 
might  be  "misleading"  (C&D,  July  20,  p 
78).  The  NPU,  after  consulting  legal 
experts,  feels  that  the  statement  that  these 
products  "have  been  formulated  with  pure 
non-irritating  ingredients"  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  substantiate  and  that  retailers  sell- 
ing Swedish  Formula  packs  with  the  leaf- 
lets inside  could  be  at  risk. 

Carbenoxolone :  Biorex 
win  patent  extension 

Biorex  Laboratories  Ltd  won  a  five  year 
extention  for  a  drug  patent  in  the  High 
Court  on  Monday  because  the  patent  had 
not,  during  the  16  years  of  its  life,  brought 
sufficient  financial  reward  to  the  inventors. 

Mr  Justice  Graham  called  the  drug,  a 
constituent  of  liquorice  root  and  sold  as 
Biogastrone  and  Duogastrone,  "a  major 
breakthrough  in  gastroenterology".  Biorex 
Laboratories,  the  judge  said,  were  a  small 
firm  and  had  to  work  hard  to  get  their 
invention  accepted.  Big  drug  firms  did  not 
take  up  their  offer  of  licences  and  even- 
tually Berk  Pharmaceuticals  did  so,  but 
they  were  also  a  small  firm. 


Lecturing  on  Care  in 
Australia  &  New  Zealand 

Mr  David  Sharpe,  a  director  of 
Independent  Chemists'  Marketing  Ltd, 
leaves  Heathrow  on  his  way  to  New 
Zealand  and  Australia  for  a  three-week 
lecture-tour  on  the  Care  chemist  scheme. 
He  has  been  invited  by  the  Guild 
Marketing  Pty  Ltd  (the  Australian 
equivalent  to  ICM)  to  talk  to  members  of 
the  Pharmacy  Guild,  a  similar  organisation 
to  the  NPU.  The  Guild  Marketing  have 
re-launched  their  voluntary  trading  group 
operations  under  the  name  "Shield  family 
care  chemist." 


The  realisation  of  the  full  potential  of 
the  invention  was  "slow  even  in  com- 
parison with  other  pharmaceutical  inven- 
tions." Biorex  now  had  world-wide  licences 
but  between  the  date  of  the  patent  in  1958 
and  the  present,  Biorex  had  made  only 
£463,000  in  Britain.  There  was  at  least 
five  years  when  nothing  was  gained;  the 
patent  should  be  extended. 
□  The  Appeal  Court  has  ruled  for 
Roche's  plea  to  hasten  the  legal  battle  over 
the  Government's  decision  to  cut  the  price 
of  Librium  and  Valium. 

Campaign  for  mobile 
pharmacy  service 

A  Bristol  councillor  has  been  campaiging 
for  a  mobile  pharmacy  service  at  Charlton 
Mead  Estate,  Southmead.  Councillor 
Frank  McGough  has  written  to  the  local 
Press  and  to  the  Avon  family  practitioner 
committee  suggesting  that  the  nearest 
pharmacy,  over  a  mile  away,  is  a  long 
walk  for  the  old  and  those  without  a  car. 

Mr  W.  J.  Homer,  secretary,  Avon 
chemist  contractors'  committee,  told  C&D 
it  is  unlikely  that  Mr  McGough  will 
succeed  with  his  campaign.  Firstly,  mobile 
pharmacies  are  illegal  and,  secondly,  phar- 
macies in  the  Bristol  area  have  been 
suffering  about  four  break-ins  every  week 
recently  and  are  therefore  becoming  in- 
creasingly security  conscious.  Any  mobile 
pharmacy  would  be  "asking  for  trouble". 


Warning  to  remove  leaflets  from  Swedish  Formula 
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Boots  still  dominate 
cosmetics  purchasing 


Boots  continue  to  dominate  in  the  retail- 
ing of  cosmetics  and  toiletries,  accounting 
for  a  third  of  "last  purchases"  in  many 
categories,  according  to  the  latest  IPC 
survey,  which  covers  1973-74.  And  for 
most  products,  Boots  have  a  much  greater 
share  of  the  market  than  all  other 
chemists  put  together.  The  direct-selling 
brand,  Avon,  appears  have  lost  a  little 
ground  in  the  categories  for  which  trends 
are  shown,  but  changes  in  the  latest  sur- 
vey preclude  comparisons  in  many  cases. 

The  most  striking  change  in  the  survey 
is  the  significant  boom  in  certain  beauty 
products  among  younger  women,  say  the 
publishers.  One  point  that  indicates  this 
move  is  the  marked  increase  in  the  use 
of  rouges,  blushers  and  shaders  by  the 
under-25's,  where  40  per  cent  claim  to  be 
users,  compared  with  just  32  per  cent  a 
year  ago. 

An  indication  of  high  cosmetic  aware- 
ness of  teenage  school  girls  (13-  to  15- 
year-olds)  is  evident  from  their  high  rela- 
tive usage  levels  of  products  such  as  face 
masks,  used  by  23  per  cent,  and  remover 
pads  used  by  25  per  cent. 

The  fashion  for  coloured  nails  among 
teenagers  also  continues  unabated,  with 
nearly  half  the  13-  to  15-year-olds  cur- 
rently using  nail  varnish  or  polish  at  least 
once  a  week. 

In  hair  care,  there  appears  to  be  a  fairly 
marked  decline  in  the  popularity  of  hair 
sprays,  with  the  proportion  of  women 
"using  now"  having  fallen  from  60  per 
cent  in  1972-73  to  51  per  cent  in  1973- 
74.  By  contrast,  however,  slightly  more 
young  women  are  now  using  hair  dress- 
ings and  conditioners  than  a  year  ago. 

The  use  of  vaginal  deodorants  fell  from 
17  per  cent  to  10  per  cent  in  the  year;  even 
in  the  19  to  24  age  group,  where  usage  is 


highest,  the  level  has  fallen  from  33  per 
cent  to  23  per  cent. 

Among  toiletries  for  men,  more  than 
half  the  women  interviewed  claimed  to 
have  bought  after-shave  lotion  in  the  past 
twelve  months,  a  third  men's  talcum  pow- 
der, and  a  quarter  men's  antiperspirants 
or  deodorants.  Complete  wet  shaving  razor 
sets  were  a  popular  gift  from  the  ladies. 

Copies  of  the  Cosmetics  and  Toiletries 
Survey,  at  £50  for  the  first  copy  and  £10 
for  each  subsequent  copy,  are  available 
from:  David  Trown,  IPC  Magazines  Ltd, 
PO  Box  21,  Long  Acre,  London  WC2. 

Pharmacists  'should 
improve  rural  service' 

Pharmacists  should  achieve  a  reasonable 
standard  of  dispensing  before  a  "value 
your  local  chemist"  campaign  is  launched 
in  rural  areas,  says  a  Midlands  dispensing 
doctor. 

Writing  in  last  week's  General  Practi- 
tioner, the  doctor  says  that  he  is  able  to 
provide  medicines  when  required,  whereas 
a  local  pharmacy  operates  inflexible  hours 
and  offers  no  Sunday  opening  or  "urgent" 
prescription  service. 

The  doctor  says  that  patients  should 
not  have  to  wait  two  days  for  antibiotics 
from  the  pharmacy  nor  should  comments 
that  drugs  are  no  good  or  out  of  date 
be  made  to  patients  in  the  pharmacy. 

Drug  Tariff  amendments 

Changes  of  wording  resulting  from  the 
reorganisation  of  the  health  service  are 
included  in  the  latest  quarterly  list  of 
amendments  to  the  Drug  Tariff  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  Tariff  is  now 
prepared    under    Regulation-  28    of  the 


National  Health  Service  (General  Medical 
and  Pharmaceutical  Services)  Regulations 
1974,  and  all  entries  referring  to  Execu- 
tive Council  are  to  be  amended  to  read 
Family  Practitioner  Committee. 

Other  changes  include  the  sliding  dis- 
count scale  which  came  into  operation 
March  1 ;  amendment  of  heading  of  Part 
VE  to  "Approved  list  of  chemical  reagents" 
with  a  new  clause  for  this  in  Part  II;  Part 
VI  now  headed  "Approved  list  of  appli- 
ances"; the  recent  additions  to  the  classes 
of  patients  who  can  claim  exemption;  the 
transfer,  from  April  I,  of  testosterone  pro- 
pionate   injection    lOmg    1ml  ampoules 
isoprenaline  20mg  tablets,  and  vitamin  Bl 
25mg    tablets   from   Part    VA,  standard! 
drugs  and  preparations  to  Part  VD,  BNFI 
preparations  available  only  as  proprietary! 
products:  deletions  from  Part  VA,  opera-fl 
tive  April  1,  including  compound  tablets! 
of  phenacetin;  and  deletions,  amendments! 
and  additions  to  Part  VIA  dressings  and! 
VI B  appliances  from  lune  1. 

Girls  use  cosmetics  at 
nine  years  old 

A  quarter  of  nine-year-old  girls  use  cos-1 
metic  cleansers,  according  to  a  survey  ofl 
young  people  carried  out  recently  byl 
National  Opinion  Polls  Ltd,  76  Strand! 
London  WC2R  OD2. 

By  the  age  of  11 — 12,  usage  rises  tol 
almost  one  half  and  by  13 — 14  it  is  78| 
per  cent.  Only  13  per  cent  of  13-year-oldsB 
use  lipstick  "a  few  times  a  week"  but! 
mascara  is  used  by  29  per  cent.  Colouri-1 
sers  and  blushers  are  used  daily  by  8  per! 
cent  of  13-year-olds  rising  to  21  per  cent! 
at  age  15.  95  per  cent  of  boys  never  use! 
hair  cream. 

About  half  the  total  sample  never  use  I 
talcum  powder;  1  per  cent  of  males  never! 
use  shampoos  but  93  per  cent  of  the  total! 
use  them  at  least  once  a  week. 

The  survey  was  based  on  a  sample  ofl 
1.253  children. 

I 

Review  remuneration  of 
chemists,  says  MP 

The  Government  was  asked  last  week  tol 
review  the  system  for  pharmacists'  re-| 
muneration.  In  a  written  Commons  ques-l 
tion,  Mr  Jim  Lester  called  for  the  review! 
"in  view  of  the  decline  in  numbers  par-l 
ticularly  of  small  units  which  give  valuable! 
local  service." 

Replying,  Dr  David  Owen,  Minister  ofl 
State  for  Social  Services,  pointed  out  that  I 
his  Department  already  made  supplemen-l 
tary  payments  to  pharmacies  providing! 
essential  dispensing  services  in  certain! 
areas.  He  understood  that  the  chemists'! 
representative  organisation  was  at  present! 
discussing  additional  proposals  designed! 
to  support  small  pharmacies,  "and  these! 
will  of  course  receive  careful  consideration! 
when  they  are  put  to  the  Department." 

Razor  blade  sales 

Sales  of  safety  razor  sets  by  UK  manu-l 
facturers  were  worth  £1  million  in  the! 
first  quarter  of  1974,  compared  with! 
£860,000  in  the  same  period  of  1973,1 
according  to  the  Department  of  Industry's! 
Business  Monitor. 


Two  jailed  for  attack  on  ph 

Two  men,  who  attacked  and  tied  up  an 
elderly  pharmacist  and  his  wife  while 
searching  for  drugs,  were  each  jailed  for 
three  years  at  Chelmsford  Crown  Court 
on  Monday. 

Thomas  Irsay,  26,  of  Brook  Green, 
Hammersmith,  London,  and  James  Walsh, 
32,  of  the  Parade,  Walton  on  Naze,  Essex, 
pleaded  guilty  to  robbing  Mr  Charles 
Winter  and  his  wife  of  a  quantity  of 
drugs,  including  morphine,  cocaine  and 
heroin. 

Mr  Michael  Birnbaum,  prosecuting,  said 
that  Walsh  walked  into  Mr  Winter's  shop 
in  East  Street,  Tollesbury,  wearing  a 
cloth  bag  over  his  head  and  brandishing 
a  double  edged  knife.  Mr  Winter,  64, 
thought  it  was  a  practical  joke.  He  grabbed 
Walsh  by  the  right  hand  and  tried  to  tear 
off  his  mask.  Walsh  forced  Mr  Winter 


face  downwards  onto  the  floor,  gagged 
him  and  tied  his  wrists  behind  his  back. 
In  the  struggle  the  chemist's  face  was  cut. 

His  wife  was  grabbed  by  Irsay  and 
thrown  to  the  floor.  She  was  told,  "Don't 
scream.  We  are  drug  addicts.  We  must 
have  the  drugs."  Irsay  tied  Mrs  Winter's 
hands  behind  her  back  and  took  £25  worth 
of  drugs  from  a  cabinet.  Mr  Winter  re- 
ceived an  inch  long  cut  on  his  cheek  and 
a  bruised  eye.  His  wife  sustained  torn  liga- 
ments and  her  knee  was  in  plaster  for  a 
week.  Both  suffered  severe  shock  as  a 
result  of  the  incident,  said  Mr  Birnbaum. 

Mr  Peter  Beaumont,  defending  Irsay, 
said  the  robbery  was  committed  in  des- 
peration "to  continue  in  a  pathetic  way 
with  their  drug  addiction."  Sentencing  the 
two  men  Judge  Peter  Greenwood  said  it 
was  a  "dreadful  crime". 
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Mr  A.  J.  Eves,  FPS,  Wigton,  was  recently 
guest  of  honour  of  the  members  of  Cum- 
berland Pharmaceutical  Committee  at  a 
dinner  to  mark  the  disbandment  of  the 
Committee.  Mr  Eves  has  been  Committee 
chairman  ever  since  it  was  set  up  in  1948 
and  had  been  a  member  of  the  former 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  since  1936.  He 
has-  not  sought  election,  however,  to  the 
new  Cumbria  Contractors  Committee 
and  at  the  dinner  he  was  presented  with 
an  engraved  silver-plated  tray  inscribed 
with  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  old 
Committee,  while  Mrs  Eves  received  a 
bouquet  of  carnations. 

Deaths 

Campbell.  On  July  21.  Mr  George 
Campbell,  MPS,  Kirkland,  Dairy,  Ayr- 
shire, aged  48.  He  qualified  in  1948. 
Pughe-Jones.  Recently,  Mr  Thomas  Arthur 
Pughe-Jones,  FPS,  Long  Ashton,  Somer- 
set, aged  73.  He  qualified  in  1924  and 
opened  a  pharmacy  in  West  Street,  Bed- 
minster,  Bristol,  in  1930.  He  had  planned 
to  retire  this  year. 

Smith:  On  Julby  28,  Mr  Cyril  Howard 
Smith,  FPS,  30  Enville  Road,  Kinver, 
Stourbridge,  Worcs,  aged  74,  Mr  Smith, 
who  qualified  in  1921,  became  a  proprietor 
in  1925  and  ran  his  own  business  at  196 
Moor  Street,  West  Bromwich,  retiring  in 
1971.  He  was  20  years  as  secretary  to  the 
West  Bromwich  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion, and  chairman  of  the  West  Bromwich 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  1950-70. 
He  served  11  years  on  the  Executive  of 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Union,  was 
chairman  in  1963,  and  elected  honorary 
member  in  July  1972. 

Mr  M.  B.  Coulson,  FPS,  writes  :  He  was 
a  man  in  whom  character  traits  not  usual- 
ly found  together  were  happily  combined 
—  restless  driving  energy  with  extreme 
kindliness  and  good  nature,  linking  an 
efficient  flow  of  new  ideas  with  balanced 
judgment.  He  was  a  fine  phamaceutical 
diplomat  and  his  period  of  membership 
of  the  NPU  Executive  saw  the  most  rapid 
expansion  of  NPU  activities  to  date.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  popular  chairman 
the  NPU  have  ever  had. 


News  in  brief 


□  It  is  intended  to  transfer  360  civil  ser- 
vants in  the  Laboratory  of  the  Govern- 
ment Chemist  to  West  Cumberland.  The 
transfer  is  part  of  the  relocation  of  31,000 
posts  in  the  civil  service  away  from  the 
London  area. 

3  A  new  drug  interaction  —  inhibition  of 
phe  anticoagulant  effect  of  warfarin  during 
oncurrent  administration  of  mercapto- 
urine  —  is  recorded  in  a  letter  published 
n  last  week's  Lancet.  The  authors,  A.  S.  D. 
piers  and  R.  S.  Mibashan,  Royal  Post- 
raduate  Medical  School,  conclude  that 
he  most  likely  mechanism  is  the  induc- 
ion  of  the  purine  analogue  of  hepatic 
nzymes   which  metabolise  warfarin. 


topical  reflections 


BY  XRAYSER 


Bliss 


I  think  that  if  I  were  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  I  would  become 
megalomaniac.  Imagine  yourself  in  such  a  position  that  all  you  need  do 
is  to  utter  a  few  words  of  immortal  prose  in  the  House  of  Commons  to 
affect  every  person  in  the  country.  I  have,  over  the  years,  expressed 
sympathy  for  those  who  strive  to  produce  a  price  list.  Some  of  the  staff 
may  just  have  returned  from  holiday,  where  they  have  been  recharging 
batteries  run  down  in  the  struggle  to  cope  with  the  customary  two  to  three 
thousand  weekly  changes.  Now,  like  Mark  Tapley,  they  return  with  only 
the  comforting  thought  of  adverse  circumstances  which  will  enable  them 
to  "come  out  strong". 

With  remarkable  celerity  you  have  published  a  conversion  table,  almost 
before  the  echo  of  the  Chancellor's  voice  had  died  away  in  the  Palace 
of  Westminster,  and  I  have  been  giving  that  chart  a  little  attention.  I 
discover  that  unless  I  am  prepared  to  go  above  27p  for  any  one  article, 
life  will  go  on  unchanged.  Even  if  I  buy  six  articles  at  27p  I  shall  save 
neither  ducat  nor  dime.  Thereafter,  every  article  costing  28p  will  be  reduced 
by  one  pennv,  and  that  same  amount  will  come  off  everything  until  I 
become  extravagant  and  purchase  an  article  at  83p,  upon  which  my  saving 
will  be  2p.  From  28p  to  83p,  by  stages  of  one  penny,  there  is  no  advantage 
to  be  gained. 

But  prices  in  the  ordinary  way  continue  to  rise,  and  the  housewife  is 
unlikely  to  accumulate  a  cash  surplus  at  the  end  of  the  week,  though  if 
anyone  knows  the  meaning  of  "cash-flow"  it  should  be  she.  The  Customs 
&  Excise  notice  tells  us  that  the  fraction  1  /1 1  previously  used  in 
calculating  the  VAT  component  of  a  tax-inclusive  amount  — whatever  that 
may  mean  —  must  not  be  used  after  July  29.  From  that  date  the  new 
fraction  is  2/27.  Two  twenty-sevenths  is  a  nice  round  sum  —  just  a  mental 
calculation  if  you  are  not  dumb  ! 


Toothpastes 


Not  for  the  first  time,  one  of  your  special  feature  articles  has  sent  me  back 
to  an  old  recipe  book,  such  as  were  commonly  kept  at  one  time  by  all 
apprentices  and  assistants.  Last  week,  under  a  sub -heading  "toothpastes 
with  special  additives",  there  is  a  reference  to  alcohol  and  its  astringent 
action.  The  recipe  book  to  which  I  have  referred  has  a  formula  for  a 
toothpaste  containing  a  sizeable  quantity  of  spirit  tenuior  —  and  surely 
there  is  nothing  more  alcoholic  than  that.  It  also  contained  soap  powder,  , 
precipitated  chalk  and  French  chalk,  some  glycerin,  and  a  flavouring  of 
ol  menth  pip.  There  is  nothing  to  suggest  that,  suitably  packaged,  that 
would  be  unacceptable  today,  except  that  the  rectified  spirit  might  so  add 
to  the  cost  as  to  bring  it  into  the  category  in  which  2/27  would  come 
into  operation. 

Flavours 

I  note  that  spearmint  is  the  most  popular  of  present-day  flavours  and 
that  that  oil  first  gained  popularity  in  America  through  use  in  chewing-gum 
as  well  as  toothpastes.  It  was  in  considerable  favour  here  well  over  a 
hundred  years  ago  as  a  food  additive.  Medicinally,  it  had  similar  properties 
to  peppermint,  and  spirits  and  tinctures  were  used  as  an  antispasmodic, 
though  peppermint  was  thought  to  be  more  pleasant  if  not  so  effective. 
There  was  a  pleasant  compound  infusion  made  from  an  infusion  of 
spearmint  to  which  was  added  sugar,  oil  of  spearmint  and  compound 
tincture  of  cardamoms.  That  should  have  been  "subtly  spicy  and  herby 
green." 
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INTRODUCING 


The  VIVA 

gives  them 
everything 
they  want 
for  only  . 

GOOD  STOCKS  AVAILABLE 
PROMPT  DELIVERY 


£4-28 

INC.  VAT 


VIVA 

126  INSTANT  LOAD 
For  the  vast  majority  of  ordinary 
men  and  women  who  just  want 
a  good  easy-to-use  camera  at  a 
very  modest  price. 

The  VIVA  is  produced  by  a  famous  French 
maker  who  specialise  in  producing  efficient 
cameras  of  advance  design  and  beautiful 
appearance  at  a  very  low  price. 
The  VIVA  has  proved  a  big  success  in 
over  70  countries  including  Japan. 

-Note  these  features  

■FIXED  FOCUS  "LEVER  FILM  WIND 
■DOUBLE  EXPOSURE  &  OVERWIND 
PREVENTION  »  SUNNY/ CLOUDY 

SHUTTER  SETTINGS  ■  BUILT-IN  CUBE 
FLASH  ■  LARGE  CLEAR  VIEW-FINDER 
■  QUALITY  WRIST  STRAP  and  no 
strings  attached 'guarantee. 

SMART  CARRY  CASE  AVAILABLE 


Obtainable  from  all 
branches  of  Vestric 
or  direct  from 


SOLE  CONCESSIONNAIRES  (Importers  Exporters  Manufacturers) 

MENDEL  BROTHERS 

Ellesmere  Chambers  ■  Church  St.  •  Preston  ■  Lanes 

Tel.  0772  55907 


SQUBBZB  SOME  PROFIT  OUT  OF  74 


HEM  FOR  TIE  HUE'S ! 


F,m,GHS-  C010S 


10%  DISCOUNTERS  DIRECT  ONLY 


(AVAILABLE  UNTIL  31  st  JANUARY  1975) 


REVISED  PRICES 

EFFECTIVE  FROM  MONDAY  5th  AUGUST 


UNIT  PRICES 


HILL'S  ADULT  BALSAM 

HILL'S  JUNIOR  BALSAM 
HILL'S  BALSAM  PASTILLES 


100  ML 
200  ML 
100  ML 


MIN. 
PACK 

12 
12 
12 
12 


RETAIL 
NCL.  VAT 

26p 
43  ip 
23p 
28p 


COST 
EXCL.  VAT 

17.20p 
28.77p 
1  5.22p 
19.07p 


NOTE:  PRICES  CHARGED  WILL  BE  THOSE  RULING  AT  DISPATCH  DATE 
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Hudnut  expand  sales  force 

Richard  Hudnut  Ltd  have  announced 
plans  to  increase  their  chemist  sales  force 
by  25  per  cent  and  they  point  out  that 
this  is  at  a  time  when  many  companies  are 
cutting  back  their  expenditure  on  sales 
forces  as  a  result  of  the  increased  petrol 
costs  or  because  they  are  diverting  man- 
power into  other  outlets,  such  as  grocery. 

Mr  D.  Cowie,  general  sales  manager 
says  the  decision  was  taken  because  of 
the  tremendous  sales  increases  being  ob- 
tained through  chemists,  both  in  range 
additions  and  in  longer  standing  products. 
"As  our  range  of  products,  and  our  turn- 
over, increased,  the  sales  force  needed  to 
spend  more  time  with  each  customer." 

The  sales  force  will  continue  to  be 
managed  by  Dick  Robson,  supported  by 
five  managers  including  newly  appointed 
Mr  H.  R.  Wood  (central)  and  Mr  C.  S. 
Buchan  (eastern)  with  Mr  D.  K.  Organ, 
national  accounts  manager. 

Nappy  promotion 

Robinsons  of  Chesterfield  claim  "the 
biggest  ever  nappy  promotion"  is  being 
launched  in  support  of  Paddi  Pads  this 
month. 

This  promotion  includes  a  "baby  alarm" 
self-liquidating  offer  saving  the  consumer 
over  £3  on  the  recommended  selling  price, 
backed  by  a  television  campaign  and  TV 
Times  advertising.  Representatives  from 
Robinson  &  Sons  Ltd,  Wheat  Bridge, 
Chesterfield,  Derbys,  will  supply  special 
point  of  sale  material  and  Paddi  Pads 
stock. 

Vestric  promotions 

Vestric  Ltd,  Chapel  Street,  Runcorn,  Ches 
WA7  5AP,  are  offering  a  5  per  cent  dis- 
count on  orders  worth  £25  or  more  on  any 
mix  of  Kodak  films,  plus  a  5  per  cent 
discount  on  any  number  of  Pocket  Insta- 
matic  100  outfits  ordered  at  the  same 
time  as  the  films.  This  offer  lasts  until 
September  13. 

Vestric  national  promotions  for  August 
are  on  the  following  products:  Lil-lets; 
Elastoplast  fabric,  Airstrip,  dressing  strip; 
lodex,  Iodex  &  Methyl  Sal  (mixed  carton); 
Iron  Plan;  Pearl  Drops;  Right  Guard  deo- 
dorant and  anti-perspirant;  Johnsons  baby 
lotion  and  nappy  liners;  Elnett  hairspray; 
Bristows  shampoo;  Sunsilk  hairspray;  Air- 
wick  Solid;  Glade  air  freshener;  Senso- 
dyne;  Softex  toothbrushes;  Tegrin  lotion 
and  cream.  Details  from  Vestric  repre- 
sentatives or  branches. 

An  extra  50  per  cent 

For  the  peak  summer  period,  Bristol- 
Myers  &  Co  Ltd,  Stamford  House,  Station 
Road,  Langley,  Bucks,  are  offering  50 
per  cent  extra  on  the  130-g  and  190-g  sizes 
of  Fresh  &  Dry.  All  four  fragrances  carry 


flashed  labels  showing  the  extra  quantity, 
and  special  bonus  terms  from  the  makers 
will  make  it  possible  to  sell  the  product 
below  list  price  during  the  promotion.  To 
help  the  consumer  choose  a  fragrance,  the 
makers  have  produced  a  counter  card 
holding  "scratch"  sample  leaflets. 

Piz  Buin  for  1976  Olympics 

Greiter  AG,  makers  of  the  Piz  Buin  range 
of  sun  care  products  —  distributed  by 
Jean  Sorelle  Ltd,  117  Great  Portland 
Street,  London  WIN  6AH,  have  been 
appointed  to  supply  the  official  cosmetics 
service  at  the  XII  Olympic  Winter  Games 
in  Innsbruck,  1976.  All  contestants  will 
be  provided  with  a  free  service  of  pro- 
tection against  the  effects  of  sun,  wind 
and  snow  and  will  be  able  to  use  the  com- 
plete range  of  lotions,  oils,  creams,  plus 
the  lip  salve,  and  all  the  apres  products. 

Vivonex  HN 

Eaton  Laboratories,  125  High  Holborn, 
London  WC1V  6QX,  have  introduced 
Vivonex  HN,  a  high  nitrogen  formulation 
of  Vivonex.  The  new  presentation  is  un- 
favoured and  one  carton  provides  3000 
kcal  daily,  compared  with  Vivonex  stan- 
dard which  provides  1800  kcal  daily 
(carton  of  10  x  80g  packets,  £12-20).  One 
80g  packet  provides;  available  nitrogen 
(as  amino  acids)  2g,  fat  (safflower  oil) 
0-261g,  carbohydrate  (glucose  solids) 
63-lg. 

Bonne  Bell  exhibit  at  Manchester 

Bonne  Bell  Ltd,  York  House,  Empire  Way, 


Wembley,  Middlesex,  took  a  stand  at  the 
Home  Economics  Exhibition  recently  held 
in  Manchester  to  show  their  teaching 
programme  for  schools  to  teachers  and 
senior  students  who  attended  the  exhibi- 
tion. The  programme,  The  Great  Looks 
book,  has  been  accepted  by  85  schools 
in  the  UK  as  part  of  their  home  econo- 
mics curriculum.  Also  shown  was  their 
make-up  and  skin  care  programme  for  the 
blind 

Kodak  local  advertising  blocks 

Advertising  blocks  in  ready-to-run  form 
for  dealers  to  use  in  local  newspaper  ad- 
vertising are  available  on  request  from 
Kodak  Ltd,  Advertising  Distribution,  Vic- 
toria Road,  Ruislip,  Middlesex  HA4  0QJ. 
Featuring  pocket  Instamatic  cameras  or  XL 
movie  cameras,  the  advertisements  con- 
clude "see  them  new  at:"  with  space  for 
the  advertiser's  address.  The  blocks  are 
made  to  one  size  only,  with  a  minimum 
recommended  advertising  space  of  8in  x 
2  column.  Artwork  can  be  supplied  if  the 
newspaper  prefer  to  have  advertisements 
in  that  form. 

Glucodin  media  advertising 

Glaxo-Farley  Foods,  Greenford  Road, 
Greenford,  Middlesex,  are  promoting 
Glucodin  in  women's  magazines  until 
June  1975.  The  campaign  takes  the  form 
of  "buy-line"  advertising  in  Readers 
Digest,  Woman,  Woman's  Own,  Woman's 
Realm,  and  W@man  Weekly. 

Thicken  Hair  display  uni» 

J.  N.  Toiletries  division,  Jackel  &  Co  Ltd, 
Kitty  Brewster  Estate,  Blyth,  Northumber- 
land NE24  4RG,  have  produced  a  new 
display  unit  for  Thicken  Hair.  Designed 
!©  be  a  self-service  shelf  display,  it  holds 
four  each  of  the  lOOcc  size  in  the  three 
variants  —  dry,  greasy  and  normal  —  and 
10  each  of  the  21 -cc  dry  hair  and  greasy 
hair,  and  12  21-cc  normal  hair  variant. 
The  makers  are  also  offering  a  trade  bonus 
of  32  invoiced  as  26  on  the  phial  size  in 
the  display  unit. 

Brinaldix  K  change 

Brinaldix  K.  made  by  Sandoz  Products 
Ltd,  PO  Box  Horsforth  No.  4  Calverley 
Lane,  Horsforth,  Leeds  LS18  4RP,  now 
provides  285mg  chloride  (8m  Eq  CI). 
There  is  no  change  in  the  pack  or  price. 

continued  on  n  157 


New  display 
material  for 
Oraldene  from 
William  R.  Warner 
&  Co  Ltd, 
Eastleigh,  Hants. 
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VAT  at  8  per  cent 
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Continued  from  p  155 
Bonus  offers 

Doctor  D's  Products  Ltd,  133  Bethnal 
Green  Road,  London  E2.  Spring  mois- 
ture, llOcc.  14  invoiced  as  12.  Body  lotion, 
HOcc.  14  invoiced  as  12  (throughout 
August). 


on  TV 

next  week 


Ln  —  London;  M  —  Midland;  Lc  —  Lancashire; 
Y  —  Yorkshire;  Sc  —  Scotland;  WW  —  Wales 
and  West;  So  —  South;  NE  —  North-east; 
A  —  Anglia;  U  —  Ulster;  We  —  Westward; 
B  —  Border;  G  —  Grampian;  E  —  Eireann; 
CI  —  Channel  Islands. 

Adorn:  M 

Alberto  Balsam  conditioner:  All  except 
B,  CI 

Alberto  Balsam  shampoo:  All  except 
B,  CI 

Anadin:  All  areas 
Aquafresh:  All  areas 
Arrid  Extra  Dry:  All  areas 
Brylcreem  Omadine:  Sc,  G 
Close-up:  All  areas 
Cool:  All  areas 

Delph  lemon  skin  freshener  &  cleansing 
milk:  M 

Dry  Look:  All  areas 

Elnett  satin  hairspray:  All  areas 

Fresh  &  Dry:  All  areas 

Fynnon  bath  additives:  All  areas 

Gilette  G11:  All  areas 

Harmony  hairspray:  All  areas 

Old  Spice  Sea  Splash:  All  areas 

Oil  of  Ulay:  All  areas 

Poli-grip:  Ln,  Lc,  Sc,  WW,  So,  U,  We,  B 

Right  Guard:  All  areas 

Signal:  All  areas 

Sunsilk  shampoo:  All  areas 

Super  Poli-grip:  Y,  NE 

Three  Wishes  foam  bath:  NE 

Three  Wishes  soap:  So 


The  Ultra  Fresh  range  of  personal  care 
products  recently  introduced  into  the  UK 
by  Hendry  Brothers  (London)  Ltd, 
Salisbury  House,  London  Wall,  London 
EC2M  5SE,  UK  distributors  for  the 
makers,  Murra  Organisation  Ltd,  of 
Dublin.  The  range  consists  of  an  anti- 
perspirant  deodorant  (EO-44),  anti- 
perspirant  deodorant  powder  (£0-44), 
footspray  (£0-36£),  rell-on  (£0-26i) 
and  moist  cleaning  tissues  (£0-22). 


New 
products 


Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Us  launches  two-sex  hairspray 

A  move  into  the  highly  competitive  hair- 
spray market  is  being  made  by  Johnson 
Wax  with  their  Us  brand.  Going  on  test 
market  in  the  Granada  television  area 
from  August  1,  Us  hairspray  will  be  in 
two  versions,  a  normal  (yellow  can  with 
black  motif)  and  firm  hold  (black  can 
with  gold  motif),  both  with  the  well-known 
Us  aerosol  cap  design. 

Johnson  Wax  have  decided  on  a  male 
and  female  hairspray  because  their  re- 
search showed  that  while  the  male  hair- 
spray market  was  growing,  the  female 
sector  is  static  through  lack  of  innovation; 
also  many  men  use  wives'  or  girl-friends' 
hairsprays  but  would  not  purchase  it  them- 
selves. Their  aim  has  been  to  create  a 
brand  that  is  "not  overtly  feminine"  and 
to  advertise  it  on  a  "youthful  exuberance" 
platform — getting  away  from  the  girl-by- 
the-river  approach  of  some  current  pro- 
motions. 

A  key  element  in  dual  acceptance  is 
fragrance  and  Johnson  Wax  believe  they 
have  achieved  one  of  equal  appeal  to  both 
sexes  —  and  one  which  is  short-lived  so 
that  it  is  pleasing  when  sprayed  but  does 
not  linger  to  clash  with  a  woman's  per- 
fume. The  makers  have  also  tried  to  get 
away  from  the  pastel  colours  of  other 
hairspray  cans  so  that  the  Us  packs  will 
stand  out  on  shelf. 

In  the  popular  lOoz-size  aerosol  (210g 
of  product,  said  to  be  more  than  in  most 
competitors),  Us  hairspray  is  being  sold 
to  the  trade  in  deals  that  should  permit 
an  on-shelf  price  of  about  £0.40  (RRP 
£0.53),  and  there  will  be  a  dealer  display 
competition  to  support  the  launch. 

Heavy  television  advertising  commences 
in  Granada  in  the  week  of  September  23 
and  will  be  backed  by  cinema  advertising 
in  major  cinemas  in  the  area  until  Dec- 
ember. Point-of-sale  material  will  reflect 
the  boy-girl  image  advertising  theme. 
Johnson  Wax  Ltd,  personal  care  division, 
Frimley  Green,  Camberley,  Surrey,  re- 
commend that  where  both  versions  cannot 
be  displayed  in  male  and  female  hairspray 
sections,  the  black  can  should  be  with  male 
products  and  the  yellow  with  female  pro- 
ducts. 

Nail  lacquer  collection 

Elizabeth  Arden  have  introduced  a  col- 
lection of  nail  lacquers  comprising  of  30 
colours  in  a  new  smaller  size  bottle 
(£0-54).  The  collection  has  both  creme 
and  frosted  nail  enamels  of  which  18 
shades  are  new,  including  such  colours  as 
sweet  mochi,  snow  blush,  sunlight,  gera- 
nium, and  rose  wine.  The  larger,  11-cc 
nail  lacquer  is  still  available  in  a  range  of 
12  shades  (£0-76);  the  new  range  will  be 
for  sale  in  September  (Elizabeth  Arden 


<8 
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Ltd,  20  New  Bond  Street,  London  Wl). 


Resorption 


HALCIDERM  topical 

Manufacturer  E.  R.  Squibb  &  Sons  Ltd, 
Regal  House,  Twickenham,  Middlesex 
Description  Halcinonide  01  per  cent  in 
a  water  miscible  base  containing  no  pre- 
servatives 

Indications  Psoriasis;  neurodermatitis; 
otitis  externa;  atopic,  contact,  follicular, 
infantile,  anogenital,  nummular  and  sebor- 
rhoeic  eczemas.  Suitable  for  wet  and  dry 
lesions. 

Contraindications  Tuberculous  and  most 
viral  lesions  of  the  skin,  particularly 
herpes  simplex,  vaccinia  and  varicella. 
Should  not  be  used  in  fungal  or  bacterial 
skin  infections  without  concomitant  anti- 
microbial therapy.  Not  for  ophthalmic 
use.  Not  to  be  used  in  ear  if  eardrum 
perforated 

Method  of  use  Apply  two  or,  occasion- 
ally three,  times  daily.  In  long-term 
therapy  or  where  lower  strength  prepara- 
tions are  required,  do  not  dilute  but  use 
intermittently 

Precautions  Long-term,  continuous  topical 
therapy  should  be  avoided  in  infants.  Adre- 
nal suppression  may  occur.  Should  not  be 
used  extensively  in  pregnancy,  ie  in  Large 
amounts  or  for  prolonged  periods 
Side  effects  A  transient  burning  sensation 
may  occur  in  some  patients 
Storage    At    room    temperature;  avoid 
freezing.  Shelf  life  two  years 
Dispensing  diluent  Not  to  be  diluted 
Packs  Tube  30g  (trade,  £1-29) 
Supply  restrictions  PI,  TSA 
Issued  August  1974 

Notes:  Halcinonide  is  a  halogenated  cor- 
ticosteroid with  anti-inflammatory,  anti- 
pruritic and  anti-allergic  actions.  In 
Halciderm,  half  the  compound  is  present 
as  microcrystals  with  the  remainder  dis- 
solved in  propylene  glycol 
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PHOTO  EQUIPMENT  REVIEW 


Another  camera 
110  system 

ins'aplus  pocket  110  camera.  Made  in 
Japan  and  distributed  in  Britain  by  Paul 
Plus  Ltd,  Hempstalls  Lane,  Newcastle- 
under-Lyme,  Staffordshire  ST5  OSW. 

It  can  now  fairly  be  said  that  the  "110" 
system  has  arrived,  with  an  increasing 
number  of  cameras  becoming  available  for 
that  market.  In  this  instance,  the  camera 
is  a  very  simple  one  indeed  —  a  saving  in 
retail  cost  has  been  achieved  by  making  the 
Magicube  fitting  a  separate  attachment 
and  manually-operated. 
As  is  now  customary,  plastic  materials 


Full  size  reproduction  of  a  part  of  a  nor- 
mal size  test  enprint 


for  the 


are  effectively  used  to  provide  not  only 
good  external  appearance  but  also  light 
weight.  The  body  has  a  matt-black  finish 
with  a  bright  metallic  trim  across  the 
front  panel  and  a  similar  narrow  inset 
panel  on  the  upper  face  carrying  the 
name;  the  shutter-release  (a  rectangular 
green  button)  is  to  the  right  of  this.  The 
viewfinder,  also  at  the  right-hand  end  of 
the  camera  body,  is  clear  and  gives  a 
slightly  reduced  image. 

The  film-wind  and  shutter-setting  are 
effected  by  a  milled-edge  disc  which  pro- 
trudes slightly  from  the  front  left-hand 
bottom  edge  of  the  camera  body  and  falls 
naturally  under  the  left-hand  index  finger 
—  its  operation  is  smooth.  The  black 
panel  has  a  pivoted  hinge  and  the  lock  for 
it  is  very  positive. 

The  Magicube  attachment  also  locks  on 
positively  to  the  righthand  end  of  the 
camera  body.  Since  the  inserted  flashcube 
then  obstructs  the  normal  camera-body  re- 
lease button,  a  separate  shutter  release 
is  provided  at  the  extreme  right-hand  end 
of  the  assembly. 

The  usual  outdoor  and  indoor  C&D 
tests  were  carried  out.  There  is  no  pro- 
vision for  "time"  exposures,  and  no  tripod 
bush  but  the  camera  was  supported  on  a 
heavy  tripod  to  ensure  the  best  possible 
results  which  the  camera  could  give.  The 
results  obtained  were  good  —  in  fact, 


rather  better  than  those  from  the  same 
importer's  Instaplus  250X  camera  (C&D, 
June  22,  p  792),  despite  the  smaller  nega- 
tive size. 

The  presentation  is  simple:  a  double- 
walled  white  card  carton  within  which  the 
camera  and  flashcube  attachment  are 
separately  nested,  as  well  as  the  wrist-sling 
with  its  clip-on  fitting.  The  instructions 
consist  of  a  double-sided  leaflet  with  clear 
illustrations  and  the  minimum  of  explana- 
tory text. 


Instaplus  pocket  110  camera 
Country  of  origin  Japan 
Distributor  Paul  Plus  Ltd,  Hemp- 
stalls  Lane,  Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
Staffs  ST5  OSW 
Lens  Not  specified 
Shutter    Not    specified,  probably 
l/40th  of  a  second 
Features  Simplicity  with  good  ap- 
pearance 

Accessories  Separable  manual  flash- 
cube  adaptor  and  wrist-sling  sup- 
plied 

Dimensions  6{  x  1J  x  ljin  (165  x 
45  x  29mm) 

Selling  price  guide  £7  47 
Availability  Immediate 


Dispensing  doctors'  fees 

1  have  received  information  from  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security 
on  dispensing  doctors'  remuneration.  I 
enclose  the  details  which  may  be  of  interest 
to  readers,  and  could  be  used  as  a  basis 
for  future  negotiations  of  chemist  remu- 
neration. 

Capitation  fee  dispensing  doctors:  Pay- 
ments consist  of  an  annual  capitation  fee 
of  52p  for  each  patient  on  the  doctor's 
dispensing  list  with  an  addition  of  3p  per 
quarter  for  each  100  patients  on  the  list 
to  cover  the  additional  cost  of  improved 
containers  and  provision  of  5ml  spoons. 
A  2-8p  addition  to  the  capitation  fee  for 
VAT  paid  on  drugs,  appliances  and  con- 
tainers is  made  where  the  doctor  is  not 
registered  with  Customs  and  Excise  for 
VAT  purposes.  The  capitation  fee  covers 
all  drugs  and  appliances  supplied  apart 
from  items  on  a  special  list,  expensive 
drugs  and  prolonged  treatment  drugs  to 


maternity  patients,  and  drugs  supplied  to 
certain  patients — eg  temporary  residents 
not  on  the  medical  list.  Payment  for  such 
items  is  made  on  the  Drug  Tariff  basis. 
Drug  Tariff  dispensing  doctors:  A.  The 
basic  price :  for  proprietary  preparations 
this  is  taken  as  the  chemist's  trade  price, 
except  where  the  manufacturer  makes  the 
sale  to  doctors  at  a  discount  of  20  per 
cent  a  condition  of  sale  when  it  is  the 
retail  price  less  20  per  cent.  The  price  of 
non-proprietary  preparations  is  calculated 
in  accordance  with  the  Drug  Tariff. 

B.  In  addition,  the  doctor  is  paid  an 
"on  cost"  allowance  as  set  out  below, 
based  on  levels  of  retail  price  less  20  per 
cent  for  proprietaary  preparations,  and 
a  net  ingredient  cost  for  other  prepara- 
tions:— 

25  per  cent  for  each  prescription  up  to 

500  a  month. 

20  per  cent  for  each  prescription  between 

501  and  750. 

121  per  cent  for  each  prescription  exceed- 
ing 750. 

C.  Further  additional  payments  are:  — 
A  container  allowance  of  0-83p  per  pre- 
scription; a  dispensing  fee  according  to  the 
nature  and  amount  of  the  items  supplied; 
an  additional  payment  of  lp  per  prescrip- 
tion, and  a  VAT  allowance  (unless  regi- 


stered with  Customs  and  Excise  for  VAT 
purposes). 

With  regard  to  expenses  of  premises,  all 
general  practitioners  can  be  reimbursed  in 
full  rent  and  rates  of  their  practice  premises 
subject  only  to  the  district  valuer's  con- 
firmiation  that  the  rent  paid  does  not 
exceed  current  market  rental  value.  Doc- 
tors who  own  their  premises  are  reim- 
bursed a  notional  rent  assessed  by  t  he 
district  valuer  on  current  market  rental 
basis.  Doctors  who  build  new  purpose- 
built  premises  can  be  reimbursed  a  cost 
rent  based  on  the  cost  of  the  premises. 

Seventy  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  employ- 
ing up  to  two  ancillary  staff  engaged  on 
certain  duties,  one  of  which  can  be  dis- 
pensing, is  reimbursed  to  doctors  in 
receipt  of  a  full  basic  practice  allowance. 
Doctors  in  receipt  of  less  than  a  full  basic 
practice  allowance  are  entitled  to  similar 
reimbursement  in  respect  of  one  such 
employee. 

I  am  not  a  statistician  but  I  would  think 
that  the  majority  of  retail  pharmacists 
would  prefer  the  doctor's  method  of  dis- 
pensing remuneration,  plus  the  advan- 
tages of  a  pension  scheme,  and  non- 
participation  in  the  drug  testing  scheme. 

Dorah  M.  Shepherd 
Pocklington,  Yorks 
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Information  on  drug-plastic 
interactions  Inadequate' 
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Letters  (continued) 

Threat  to  the  small 
independent 

I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  my  col- 
leagues the  fact  that  our  suppliers  are 
trying  to  wipe  us  out  by  cutting  off  our 
supplies.  Last  week  I  received  a  printed 
letter  from  the  depot  manager  of  Unichem 
Ltd  of  NW10  stating:  "We  are  obliged 
to  ask  for  a  minimum  monthly  purchase 
level  of  £400  of  which  at  least  £250  should 
be  medical  purchases.  In  these  circum- 
stances we  regret  we  must  close  your 
account  with  immediate  effect." 

Simply  like  that!  I  received  the  letter 
on  a  Saturday  morning  and  right  away 
the  order  clerk  did  not  phone.  Account 
closed  "at  a  stroke",  without  any  warning 
or  time  given  to  renew  the  account 
whatsoever!  The  policy  is  simply  to 
destroy  the  small  pharmacist  by  the 
"friendly"  wholesaler,  who  dictates  that 
at  least  £250  should  be  spent  with  them 
monthly  on  medical  purchases  only.  At 
the  same  time  whatever  one  orders  is 
mostly  "out  of  stock".  As  an  example :  in 
July  (not  during  the  three-day  week)  I 
ordered  in  one  day  21  dispensing  lines 
and  11  were  marked  "P"  (please  re-order). 

It  is  obvious  that  no  pharmacist  can 
depend  on  one  supplier  only  and  he  must 
have  at  least  two  or  three  wholesalers.  If 
all  suppliers  dictated  the  minimum  turn- 
over to  be  £400  per  month,  it  would  be 
entirely  impossible  to  keep  up  with  the 
accounts.  Also  please  note  the  manner  of 
closing  the  account  in  the  middle  of  the 
month  without  any  warning. 

I  hope  that  my  colleagues  who  are 
proprietors  of  small  businesses  will  bear 
in  mind  what  surprises  they  can  expect 
from  Messrs  Unichem. 

Victor  Frenkez 

London,  NW6 

Mr  Peter  Dodd,  Unichem  managing  direc- 
tor, replies  that  minimum  order  levels  vary 
from  depot  to  depot,  according  to  the 
service  offered  —  levels  are  lower  if  de- 
livery is  only  once  a  day,  for  example.  He 
agrees  that  chemists  should  not  put  all 
their  eggs  in  one  basket  but  believes  that 
by  using  two  wholesalers  —  and  splitting 
total  purchases  between  them  —  even 
smaller  businesses  should  be  able  to  meet 
the  required  levels.  Mr  Dodd  adds  that 
no  customer  has  had  supplies  cut  off  with- 
out previous  warning,  and  that  a  tele- 
phone call  promising  to  increase  orders 
to  the  monthly  minimum  would  have 
given  access  to  the  Saturday  delivery. 


Toothpaste  labelling: 
only  tubes  affected 

The  toothpaste  labelling  requirements 
mentioned  last  week  (pi  12)  apply  only  to 
dentifrices  pre-packed  in  tubes.  The 
Weights  and  Measures  Act  1963  (Denti- 
frices) Order  1974  (HM  Stationery  Office 
SI  1974  No.  874,  £0-03)  says  that  denti- 
frices may  only  be  pre-packed  in  tubes  in 
a  quantity  over  12cc  if  the  tube  or  outer 
container  indicates  the  quantity  of  denti- 
frice expressed  in  cubic  centimetres  or 
cubic  inches. 


There  is  a  lack  of  sound  information  on 
drug-plastic  packaging  interactions,  accor- 
ding to  a  World  Health  Organisation  book 
published  last  week. 

The  book,  Plastic  Containers  for  Phar- 
maceuticals: Testing  and  Control,  by  Jack 
Cooper  (H.M.  Stationery  Office,  £4-71). 
says  that  the  potential  for  such  interactions 
has  been  effectively  presented  but  real  evi- 
dence on  more  than  a  few  drugs  does  not 
yet  publicly  exist.  A  reasonable  middle- 
ground  between  claims  for  inertness  and 
theorised  interactions  "must  be  found" — 
that  requires  an  improvement  in  experi- 
mental methodology  with  clear  definition 
of  the  physical  and  chemical  properties  of 
the  result. 

Current  research  programmes  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  are  generally 
limited  to  testing  a  specific  product  in  a 
specific  package.  While  the  approach  may 
supply  immediately  useful  information  and 
may  even  be  legally  required,  as  in  the 
USA,  "it  does  not  extend  the  boundaries 
of  basic  knowledge  from  which  broader 
applications  would  emerge." 

As  well  as  reviewing  plastics,  their 
properties  and  potential  problems  associ- 
ated with  their  use  as  containers,  the  book 


Drugs  used  in  the  treatment  or  prevention 
of  serious  illness  should  be  given  first 
priority  in  bioavailability  studies,  a  World 
Health  Organisation  study  group  has  ad- 
vised. 

According  to  the  July  edition  of  WHO 
Chronicle,  the  group  met  last  year  to 
review  the  evaluation  of  medicines  for 
their  bioavailability.  Advising  the  priority, 
the  group  drew  attention  to  those  drugs 
in  the  classification  which  had  a  steep 
dose-response  relationship  and  an  un- 
favourable therapeutic  index,  and  those 
with  relatively  poor  water  solubility. 
Steroids,  anti-epileptics,  cardiac  glycosides, 
hypoglycaemic  agents,  anticoagulants  and 
certain  anti-inflammatory  drugs  and  anti- 
infectives  are  said  to  be  products  re- 
quiring "early  consideration." 

US  report 

A  US  report  on  drug  bioequivalence,  pub- 
lished last  month,  calls  for  the  rapid 
organisation  of  a  system  to  "generate"  an 
official  list  of  interchangeable  drug  pro- 
ducts. Senator  Edward  Kennedy  had  re- 
ferred the  question  of  drug  equivalence 
to  the  Office  of  Technical  Assessment  who 
set  up  a  Study  Panel. 

Further  points  made  by  the  Panel  in  th: 
report  include  that  most  of  the  analytical 
methodology  and  experimental  procedures 
for  the  conduct  of  bioavailability  studies 
in  man  are  available;  and  it  is  neither 
feasible  nor  desirable  that  studies  of  bio- 


also  records  current  official  tests  and  stan- 
dards for  plastic  packaging  materials  for 
pharmaceuticals  in  different  countries.  It 
comments  that  the  existing  situation  "is 
probably  the  result  of  significant  fear  of 
hazard  to  public  health  as  yet  unsupported 
by  convincing  broad-scale  evidence." 

It  has  been  suggested  that  test  methodo- 
logy and  specifications  covering  plastic 
containers  for  liquid  preparations  should 
be  published  in  the  International  Pharma- 
copoeia. However,  that  would  omit  both 
solid  and  semi-solid  dosage  forms  pack- 
aged in  plastic  containers  from  specifically 
designated  control  tests  in  spite  of  the  far 
more  extensive  use  of  such  preparations. 
The  book  suggests  that  a  policy  covering 
the  extent  of  coverage  desired  should  be 
drawn  up  before  proceeding  to  produce 
an  acceptable  text  for  IP  publication. 
□  In  the  revision  of  the  second  edition  of 
IP,  special  attention  is  being  paid  to  the 
inclusion  of  general  monographs  on  steri- 
lisation methods,  the  microbial  contami- 
nation of  non-sterile  drugs  and  the  deter- 
mination of  foreign  particulate  matter  in 
solutions  for  injection  as  well  as  the 
composition  and  properties  of  plastics  in 
relation  to  their  suitability  as  containers. 


availability  be  conducted  for  all  drugs  or 
drug  products. 

The  American  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tion commented  that  the  recommendation 
about  an  official  list  of  interchangeable 
drug  products  provided  a  realistic  and 
workable  formula  for  drug  reimbursement 
and  that  the  Department  of  Health,  Educa- 
tion and  Welfare  would  now  proceed  to 
issue  regulations  on  that,  incorporating  the 
interchangeable  products  list  recommenda- 
tion. At  the  Press  conference  at  which  the 
report  was  released,  the  Panel's  chairman 
estimated  that  85-90  per  cent  of  current 
drugs  could  be  included  in  a  category  of 
interchangeable  products 

However,  criticisms  in  the  Panel's  report 
about  the  official  compendia  was  seen  by 
APhA  as  being  based  upon  lack  of  infor- 
mation and  understanding  of  the  compen 
dia's  role.  It  was  "quite  evident"  that  the 
Panel  had  failed  to  recognise  that  current 
limitations  of  available  information  to  the 
compendia  did  not  constitute  an  inherent 
flaw,  "but  rather  the  basic  need  for 
remedial  legislation  to  stipulate  that  now- 
secret  information  embodied  in  the  confi- 
dential new  drug  application  will  be  made 
available."  APhA  record  that  a  significant 
step  has  just  been  taken  through  an  agree- 
ment earlier  last  month  providing  for  uni- 
fication of  the  United  States  Pharma- 
copoeia and  National  Formulary  "in  the 
interest  of  creating  a  more  efficient  and 
effective  compendial  operation." 


Bioavailability  studies:  WHO  gives  priority  list 
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Council  debates 
insulin  shortage 

A  "dangerous  situation"  has  arisen  due 
to  the  shortage  of  certain  types  of  insulin 
and  a  number  of  other  pharmaceutical 
preparations,  Mr  G.  E.  Mcllhagger  told 
the  July  Council  meeting  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Northern  Ireland. 

Mr  Mcllhagger  said  that  he  had.  had 
experience  of  a  company  promoting  a 
preparation  which  was  not  available. 
Patients  standardised  in  his  own  hospital 
on  a  particular  type  of  insulin  had  "the 
greatest  difficulty"  in  obtaining  a  supply 
once  discharged  from  hospital.  He  had 
numerous  requests  from  general  practice 
pharmacists  for  supplies  to  meet  prescrip- 
tions but  the  hospital  only  had  a  limited 
stock.  He  felt  that  the  companies  concer- 
ned should,  inform  consultants  when 
products  were  in  short  supply,  and  won- 
dered which  body  was  responsible  for 
looking  after  the  interests  of  the  general 
practice  pharmacists. 

Other  members  said  they  had  experienced 
the  same  difficulty;  wholesalers  had  in- 
formed them  they  were  unable  to  obtain 
supplies  from  the  manufacturer.  The  pre- 
sident said  he  did  not  know  what 
was  the  cause  of  the  shortage.  He  did 
know  that  manufacturers  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  some  of  the  containers 
they  used  for  their  products. 

After  discussion  it  was  agreed  that  the 
secretary  should  draw  the  present  situation 
to  the  attention  of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  ask  for  any  information  or 
help  that  would  enable  general  practice 
pharmacists  to  fulfil  their  obligations  to 
the  public. 

Student  intake 

Arising  out  of  a  discussion  on  the  intake 
of  students  to  the  first  year  of  the  four 
year  course  at  the  Department  of  Phar- 
macy, the  Queen's  University  of  Belfast, 
Professor  P.  F.  D'Arcy  said  he  had 
obtained  from  the  secretary  the  names  of 
the  graduates  who  registered  as  students 
with  the  Society  over  a  number  of  years 
and  the  names  of  the  students  who  regis- 
tered as  pharmaceutical  chemists  over  the 
same  period.  It  had  been  estimated  that  an 
annual  intake  of  35  was  necessary  to  main- 
tain a  register  of  1,000.  By  taking  into 
account  those  members  who  were  employ- 
ed in  pharmacy  for  less  than  13  weeks, 
the  annual  intake  needed  for  Northern 
Ireland  was  26.  In  recent  years  the  actual 
intake  of  Queen's  University  graduates 
going  onto  the  register  of  pharmaceutical 
chemists  had  been  of  the  order  of  10. 

He  had  projected  figures  for  the  next 
few  years  but  could  not  see  that  the  figure 
would  exceed  20.  A  "fair  proportion"  of 
undergraduates  were  females  and  these 
through  marriage  could  quickly  be  lost  to 
the  register.  Pharmacy  was  currently  en- 
joying a  wave  of  popularity  amongst  sixth 


'dangerous' 


form  leavers  and,  in  common  with  other 
areas  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Queen's 
University  had  about  3-4  applicants  for 
each  place  in  the  department.  His  depart- 
ment had  the  smallest  intake  of  any  of 
the  departments  of  pharmacy  in  the  UK. 

Mr  J.  Kerr  said  that  at  the  last  council 
meeting  he  had  reported  verbally  on  a 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Common- 
wealth Pharmaceutical  Association  held 
in  London  in  June.  Because  of  the  short- 
age of  time  available,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  deal  adequately  with  all  the  matters 
he  would  have  liked.  In  particular  he 
had  been  asked  to  convey  to  the  Council 
the  Association's  thanks  for  the  Society's 
efforts  to  increase  the  number  of  personal 
members  in  the  Association — 88  pharma- 
cists  in  Northern  Ireland  had  become 
members.  It  was  agreed  that  Mr  Kerr, 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  European 
Groupment. 

Lecture  plans 

The  report  from  the  Education  Commit- 
tee included  a  recommendation  for 
acceptance  of  a  five  year  plan  for  lectures, 
short  intensive  courses  and  symposia. 
Presenting  the  report,  Mr  S.  Moore  said 
the  Deparment  of  Health  was  interested 
in  seeing  that  training  courses  for 
pharmacists  were  made  available.  The 
lecture  courses  proposed  would  take  the 
form  of  four  lectures,  given  before  Easter 
on,  for  example,  the  physiology  of  the 
central  nervous  system,  followed  by  four 
lectures  after  Easter  on  CNS  drugs.  The 
committee  had  suggested  breaking  away 
from  the  system  of  eight  lectures  in  suc- 
cessive weeks  commencing  early  January. 
The  longer  days  would  permit  members 
to  start  the  journey  home  in  daylight. 
The  concentrated  courses  (at  least  two 
per  annum)  might  be  held  at  week-ends 
using  accommodation  made  available  at 
Queen's  University. 

There  had  been  a  request  for  an  intro- 
ductory course  on  organic  pharmaceutical 
chemistry.  Mr  Moore  hoped  it  would  be 
possible  to  arrange  such  a  course  with,  if 
interest  warranted  it,  an  extension  over 
several  years.  The  subjects  of  the  symposia 
had  not  been  laid  down  so  that  matters 
of  particular  interest  could  from  time  to 
time  be  dealt  with. 

Professor  D'Arcy  said  he  hoped  the 
lectures  and  symposia  would  be  open  to 
pharmaceutical  students  and  members  of 
the  medical  and  nursing  professions.  The 
concentrated  courses  were  designed  more 
for  specialist  groups  and  would  cater  for 
a  smaller  number  of  members.  Over  the 
years  those  attending  would  gradually 
build  up  their  knowledge  of  the  subjects. 
He  thought  it  might  be  a  good  idea  to 
have  another  centre  for  the  lectures  out- 
side Belfast  in,  for  instance,  Ballymena, 
Lurgan    or    Omagh    as    members  were 


averse  to  coming  to  Belfast  every  week 
over  a  period  of  two  months. 

Mrs  C.  B.  A.  Watson  asked  if  a  recogni-  I 
tion  of  attendance  could  be  given  to  mem- 
bers' by  for  example  granting  some  form 
of  diploma.  It  was  pointed  out  that  without  I 
some  form  of  examination  that  would  be 
difficult,  and  a  diploma  for  good  atten- 
dance would  be  meaningless.  The  Com- 
mittee undertook  to  look  at  the  matter 
raised  by  Mrs  Watson.  The  recommen- 
dations were  adopted. 

It  was  agreed  to  hold  the  annual  general 
meeting  of  the  Society  on  September  26. 
The  president  said  that  he  and  Mr  Kerr  I 
had  invited  Mr  Brus,  Belgium,  to  speak 
to    the    members    of    the    Society  on 
"European  Pharmacy",  if  possible  when 
the  business  of  the  annual  general  meeting  I 
was  completed.  It  was  also  agreed  that 
the  notice  of  motion  to  amend  the  Soc-  I 
iety's  Byelaws,  which  was  not  dealt  with 
at  the  last  annual  general  meeting  because  1 
an  insufficient  number  of  members  was  I 
present,  should  be  included  in  the  agenda  1 
for  the  1974  meeting. 

The  applications  of  the  following  grad- 
uates for  registration  as  Students  were  1 
granted :  Trevor  John  Baird,  Elizabeth  I 
Mary  Brown,  Robert  John  Stuart  Cooper,  1 
George  William  Field,  John  Neil  Bell  I 
Gordon,  Heather  Elaine  Hardy  and  1 
Michael  Kevin  O'Kane. 


MRC  plans  its  future  j: 

The  declining  financial  resources  of  the  I 
research  councils  are  not  likely  to  be  im-  I 
proved  in  the  near  future,  according  to  the  I 
Medical  Research  Council's  annual  report  1 
1973-74  (HM  Stationery  Office,  £100). 

A  new  board  structure  will  come  into 
effect  in  September  to  enable  the  Council 
to  concentrate  more  on  research  with 
practical  objectives.  The  neurobiology 
and  mental  health  board  will  have  an  in- 
creasing proportion  of  available  resources; 
its  reponsibilties  will  include  research 
on  drug  misuse  and  dependence;  the  en- 
vironmental medicine  committee  will  be 
responsible  for  health  services  research;  I 
and  the  ahysiological  systems  and  dis- 
orders board's  responsibilities  will  include  I 
pharmacology  and  microbiology. 

Arterial  disease,  environmental  disease,  I 
mental  health  and  microbial  disease  are 
listed  as  health  problems  which  must  be  1 
kept  under  continuing  review  even  if  there 
are  no  immediate  prospects  of  major  new 
research  initiatives.  There  is  now  a  need 
and  opportunity  to  take  positive  steps  with 
problems  of  cancer,  deafness,  drug  misuse 
and  dependence  and  population  problems, 
says  the  report.  Clinical  pharmacology  is  I 
one  area  the  Council  wishes  to  expand. 

One  aspect  of  the  MRC's  research 
widely  reported  in  the  Press  has  been  the 
search  for  male  antifertility  drugs.  Niri- 
dazole  is  antispermatogenic  in  rats  and 
mice  and  a-chlorohydrin  renders  sperm  in 
the  rat,  guinea  pig,  ram  and  rhesus 
monkey  epididymis  incapable  of  fertilisa- 
tion, probably  by  interference  with 
glycerol  metabolism  in  the  epididymis. 
Neither  of  these  compounds  appears  to  be 
mutagenic  and  the  Council  hopes  that 
these  findings  will  soon  lead  to  design  of 
compounds  suitable  for  use  in  man. 
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The  evaluation  of 
NHS  sunscreens 


by  Miss  Smita  Patel,  BSc,  Mr  J.  B.  Stanford,  MPharm,  MPS,  School  of 
Pharmacy,  City  of  Leicester  Polytechnic,  Leicester 


The  efficiency  of  Spectraban  lotion,  Uvi- 
stat cream,  mexenone  4  per  cent  in  ace- 
tone, and  glyceryl  mono  para  amino  ben- 
zoate  (GPAB)  2-5  per  cent  in  ethanol  have 
been  compared. 

The  screen  and  procedures  used  were  as 
already  described  (C&D,  August  11,  1973, 
p  178)  allowing  for  the  testing  of  all  four 
screens  concurrently  and  for  two  control 
areas  to  be  used  simultaneously.  The  posi- 
tions of  sunscreens  and  control  areas  were 
randomised  from  volunteer  to  volunteer 
to  allow  for  variations  in  skin  and  pos- 
sible variations  in  sunscreen  thickness.  No 
person  indicated  any  sensitivity  in  the  UV 
A.  The  Philips  HP  3108  lamp  was  placed 
75cm  from  the  back  of  each  volunteer. 
With  liquid  screens,  0-3mI  was  painted  on 
6  sq  cm  of  skin;  for  Uvistat  cream  a  cor- 
responding weight  was  massaged  into  the 
skin  for  one  minute. 

Erythemal  times 

Sunscreen  testing  began  at  the  time  when 
minimum  erythemal  responses  occurred, 
determined  earlier.  Subsequent  times  of 
exposure  were  increased  by  40  per  cent 
increments  on  an  additive  basis.  Minimum 
erythemal  times  were  determined  for 
screens  •  20-24  hours  following  exposure 
and  a  quotient  obtained  from  the  mini- 
mum erythemal  times  without  screen.  The 
protective  indices  for  each  screen  obtained 
from  15  volunteers  were —  Spectraban 
5-68  fS0-83),  GPAB  3-94  (0-59),  Uvistat 
cream  2-91  (0-46),  mexenone  4  per  cent 
2-82  (0-49).  S  is  the  standard  deviation. 

A  Sony  microcomputer  (Sobax  ICC 
1700)  was  used  to  evaluate  results.  The 
programme  computes  Student's  't'  to  de- 
termine whether  two  means  from  two  sets 
of  results  differ  significantly.  The  value  of 
't'  obtained  was  compared  with  't'  values 


obtained  from  tables  for  a  probability  of 
005  based  on  the  equivalent  degrees  of 
freedom  obtained  in  the  programme. 
Where  't'  exceeded  the  table  value  it  was 
considered  there  was  good  evidence  to 
suggest  that  the  means  of  two  results  were 
significantly  different.  Results  are  given  in 
the  table. 

Results 

Spectraban  lotion  proved  to  be  a  highly 
effective  sunscreen  for  persons  sensitive 
solely  to  the  UV  B.  The  alcoholic  vehicle, 
on  face  value  at  least,  would  allow  the 
movement  of  screen  into  the  deeper  layers 
of  the  epidermis,  suggesting  a  more  sus- 
tained effect  compared  with  the  more  con- 
ventional oil-in-water  emulsion  bases. 

GPAB  has  a  similar  absorption  spec- 
trum to  that  of  iso  amyl  para-NN 
dimethyl  amino  benzoate,  although  the 
molar  extinctions  in  ethanol  are  somewhat 
lower.  It  is  an  efficient  screen  although  not 
as  efficient  as  Spectraban  lotion.  Its  main 
advantage  is  that  it  forms  a  flexible  water 
repellent  skin  while,  unlike  other  esters  of 
para  amino  benzoic  acid,  it  possesses  no 
anaesthetic  action.  It  has  been  approved 
by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  of 
America  and  the  American  Medical 
Association  for  use  as  a  sunscreen. 

While  Uvistat  cream  gave  adequate  pro- 
tection its  main  advantage  stems  from  the 
fact  that  not  only  does  it  absorb  the  UV 
B  but  also  up  to  250nm  in  the  UV  A.  Its 
molar  extinctions  are,  however,  consider- 
ably lower  than  the  above  screens.  It  is  in 
this  range  that  some  photodermatological 
reactions  associated  with  disease  conditions 
and  drug  induced  photosensitivity  reactions 
occur.  It  is,  however,  difficult  to  foresee 
how  this  preparation  would  allow  rapid 
tanning  to  occur  following  exposure. 


t  test  values  for  sunscreens  from  15  volunteers 

Equivalent 
degrees 


Screen 

of  freedom 

t 

t  (P0  05) 

Signific 

Spectraban/ 
GPAB 

26-4 

2-832 

2  056 

+ 

Spectraban/ 
Uvistat  cream 

23-8 

4-954 

2064 

+ 

Spectraban/ 
mexenone/acetone 

21  -6 

5-322 

2  078 

+ 

GPAB/ 

Uvistat  cream 

24-7 

2084 

2060 

+ 

Uvistat  cream 
mexenone/acetone 

239 

2-394 

2  074 

+ 

Uvistat  cream/ 
mexenone/acetone 

267 

0-234 

2052 

Oral  contraceptives 
call  for  wider  sale 


Oral  contraceptives  should  be  taken  off 
prescription  and  new  specialists  in  contra- 
ception should  be  trained  —  not  doctors, 
but  possibly   nurses   and  midwives. 

The  advantages,  according  to  Mr  Caspar 
Brook,  director,  David  Owen  Centre  for 
Population  Growth  Studies,  Cardiff,  wri- 
ting in  last  Sunday's  Observer,  would  be 
that  oral  contraceptives  would  be  more 
readily  available,  more  widely  used  and 
there  would  be  fewer  unplanned  pregnan- 
cies. Scarce  medical  manpower  would  be 
released  from  the  "boring  routine  task"  of 
prescribing  these  drugs  for  work  that  is 
"far  more  demanding  of  the  expensive 
skills  of  doctors." 

Mr  Brook  claims  that  the  pelvic  exami- 
nations and  cervical  smears  are  not  neces- 
sary preliminaries  to  using  oral  contracep- 
tives, have  nothing  to  do  with  birth 
control  and,  in  any  case,  are  carried  out 
by  only  a  few  doctors  when  giving  repeat 
prescriptions. 

Mrs  Castle's  reaction  to  the  current 
deadlock  over  payment  to  doctors  for 
contraceptive  services  should  be  to  set 
up  an  independent  inquiry  by  a  panel  of 
laymen  into  how  these  drugs  could  be 
more  widely  distributed,  says  Mr  Brook. 

Sedatives  'increase  risk  of 
childhood  poisonings' 

The  modern  tendency  to  prescribe  drugs 
for  all  patients  suffering  from  any  kind 
of  stress  is  an  important  factor  in  the 
increase  of  child  poisonings,  says  Dr 
C.  M.  lllingworth.  Sheffield  Children's 
Hospital. 

Writing  in  The  Practitioner  recently 
she  says  not  only  does  this  practice  make 
more  drugs  available  but  some  of  the 
drugs  may  make  parents  less  responsive  to 
their  children's  activities.  She  quotes  cases 
in  which  children  have  poisoned  them- 
selves when  parents  were  drowsy  or  half 
asleep. 

In  a  study  of  622  poisoning  cases  seen 
at  the  hospital  in  one  year,  aspirin  (138 
cases)  was  the  most  common  substance 
taken,  followed  by  tranquillisers,  anti- 
depressants or  sedatives  (52).  oral  contra- 
ceptives (20)  and  iron  preparations  (15). 

Dr  lllingworth  suggests  that  although 
carelessness  is  usually  blamed  for  child- 
hood poisonings,  no  amount  of  care  can 
prevent  all  such  incidents.  Probably  not 
more  than  half  the  cases  studied  could 
have  been  avoided,  she  feels;  some  small 
children  showed  "exceptional"  climbing 
skills  in  reaching  tablets  from  high  places 
or  locked  cupboards. 

Antiques  at  Sotheby's 

A  cylindrical  glass  flask  and  a  group  of 
five  pale  green  glass  unguentaria.  all  dating 
from  the  lst-3rd  centuries,  fetched  £60 
at  Sotheby's  on  Monday.  They  were 
among  267  lots  in  a  sale  of  antiquities  and 
primitive  art  which  realised  £21.560. 
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Company 
New?* 


Macarthys':  sales  up  but 
inflation  causes  concern 

Macarthys  Ltd  report  external  sales  of 
£36,839,173  for  the  year  ending  April  30 
(£31,839,466  last  year).  Group  profit  before 
tax  was  £1,447,133  (£1,317,526)  and  after 
tax  £673,164  (£781,811). 

The  report  says  the  first  quarter  of  1974 
saw  a  marked  decline  in  the  demand  for 
medical  prescription  products  and  some 
supply  difficulties.  The  present  sales  posi- 
tion is  said  to  be  satisfactory  but  the 
impact  of  inflation  on  the  company's  over- 
heads "must  be  cause  for  concern." 

Weston  branches  top  200 

Westons  Chemists  branches  now  number 
216,  a  net  increase  of  19,  says  Mr  Ralph 
Weston  in  his  chairman's  statement  accom- 
panying the  Weston  Pharmaceuticals 
report  for  the  year  ended  February  28. 
Sales  of  medicines  and  surgical  require- 
ments accounted  for  60  per  cent  of  turn- 
over, and  some  6  million  prescriptions 
were  dispensed.  "Own  label"  business  has 
expanded  rapidly  during  the  year  and  is 
responsible  for  5  per  cent  of  retail  sales. 

Extension  and  re-equipment  at  the 
Sheffield  retail  distribution  centre,  due  for 
completion  this  month,  will  enable 
throughput  to  be  trebled,  and  a  new 
wholesale  depot  opening  in  Glasgow  will 
be  followed  by  one  in  Liverpool.  (Results 
and  chairman's  forecast  were  published  in 
C&D  June  22,  p803.) 

□Pillerstead  Ltd,  Wolverhampton,  have 
been  contracted  by  Weston  for  a  £100,000 
storefitting  programme.  They  have  already 
completed  new  Westons  pharmacies  at 
Baker  Street  Underground  station,  London, 
Pride  Hill,  Shrewsbury,  and  in  the  Broad- 
walk  Shopping  Centre,  Bristol.  Shops  to 
be  currently  completed  are  at  Southwell 
(Notts),  Grimsby  and  in  the  Galleries 
shopping  centre,  Washington,  near  South 
Shields. 

Sancella  take  parent  name 

Sancella  Ltd  is  taking  the  name  of  its 
parent  group  and  will  be  known  as 
Molnlycke  Ltd  (consumer  division).  The 
move  marks  closer  integration  with  the 
parent  organisation,  the  Swedish-based 
international  Molnlycke  Group  which 
acquired  Sancella  in  1973.  It  also  dove- 
tails with  Molnlycke's  aim  to  expand 
British  operations  in  the  disposables  field. 

Molnlycke  AB  claim  to  be  Europe's 
largest  manufacturer  and  distributor  of 
sanitary  towels  and  disposable  baby 
diapers.  The  group  also  has  extensive 
manufacturing  and  marketing  facilities  in 
glass  fibre  fabrics  and  laminates,  plastic 
laminates,  sewing  threads  and  clothing. 

Greeff  post  chemicals  offer 

Greeff-Chemical  Holdings  have  posted 
their    formal    offers    to   shareholders  of 


Chemical  Securities  Ltd  (C&D  June  29, 
p835).  The  letter  to  Chemical  shareholders 
from  Mr  Wood,  chairman  of  Chemical, 
contains  an  estimate  by  his  board  that  the 
consolidated  profits  before  and  after  tax- 
ation for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1974, 
were  approximately  £1,050,000  and 
£530,000  respectively;  these  compare  with 
£379,000  and  £225,000  for  the  previous 
year.  A  large  part  of  the  substantial  in- 
crease in  profits  is  due  to  increased 
trading  earnings  overseas. 

On  the  basis  of  this  estimate  Greeff 
earnings  in  a  full  year  following  the  mer- 
ger would  increase  from  3.47p  per  ordin- 
ary share  to  between  4.55p  and  5.23p 
per  ordinary  and  deferred  share  in  Greeff. 

The  board  of  Chemical  intends  to  ac- 
cept the  offers  and  recommends  them  to 
shareholders.  The  offers  close  August  15. 

BAT's  cosmetics  interests 
showing  growth 

The  cosmetics  interests  of  British-Ameri- 
can Tobacco  Co  Ltd  (which  include 
Germaine  Monteil,  Lentheric,  Morny  and 
Yardley)  increased  their  turnover  to 
£3 1.9m  in  the  half-year  ended  March  31 
(£27. 8m  in  the  same  period  a  year  earlier). 
Group  trading  profit  was  £1 23.46m 
(£100.88m)  and  profit  after  tax  £65.88m 
(£56.59).  A  second  interim  dividend  of 
3.5p  per  ordinary  unit  is  declared  for  the 
year  ended  September  30,  1974. 

The  cosmetics  growth  occured  mainly 
in  the  US,  UK  and  Australia  and  opera- 
ting profits  improved  slightly  "despite 
development  expenditure  and  the  pressure 
of  increasing  costs".  Reporting  on  their 
retail,  mainly  grocery,  interests  in  the  UK, 
BAT  hoped  that  the  system  of  control  by 
restriction  of  gross  margins,  with  no  al- 
lowance for  "inexorably"  rising  costs,  will 
shortly  be  modified.  "If  it  is  not,  many 
retailers  will  soon  be  forced  to  close  and 
others  drastically  to  curtail  their  service. 
The  consequent  unemployment  together 
with  the  inconvenience,  in  some  cases  real 
hardship,  to  the  housewife  will  far  out- 
weigh the  significance  of  the  relatively 
small  price  increases  necessary  to  enable 
the  storekeeper  to  stay  in  business  and 
make  a  modest  profit." 

Eli  Lilly  record  profits 

Eli  Lilly  &  Co,  Indianapolis,  achieved 
record  worldwide  sales  and  profits  in  the 
second  quarter  and  the  first  six  months  of 
1974.  Consolidated  sales  for  the  second 
quarter  were  $284-3m  ($249-2m);  net  in- 
come was  $46  5m  ($40-lm)  representing  a 
14  per  cent  increase  in  sales  and  a  16  per 
cent  increase  in  net  income.  For  the  first 
six  months  sales  were  $597-7m  ($525-4m), 
a  14  per  cent  increase.  Net  income  was 
$104-8m,  an  increase  of  16  per  cent. 

Mr  R.  D.  Wood,  chairman,  said  that 
each  of  the  company's  major  marketing 
groups  pharmaceuticals,  agricultural 

and  industrial  products,  and  cosmetics  — 
continued  to  achieve  record  sales  for  the 
second  quarter  and  for  the  first  six  months. 
Sales  of  products  outside  the  United 
States  recorded  the  strongest  increase. 

Commenting  on  cost  pressures,  Mr 
Wood  pointed  out  that  since  1967  the 
United  States  cost-of-living  index  rose  by 
almost   43   per   cent;    during  the  same 


period  the  company's  price  index  of  phar- 1 
maceutical  and  Elanco  products  in  fh;l 
United  States  declined  more  than  2-5  perl 
cent. 

Squibb  'worldwide  demand' 

Squibb  Corporation's  second-quarter  net 
income  was  $22.706m,  a  gain  of  10  per 
cent  on  the  corresponding  1973  quarter; 
sales  reached  $235. 754m  (up  12  per  cent). 
For  the  six  months,  net  income  is  11  per 
cent  ahead  on  sales  up  13  per  cent. 

"Strong  worldwide  demand  for  pharma- 
ceutical and  related  health-care  products 
of  E.  R.  Squibb  and  Sons,  Inc,  our  largest 
operating  company,  was  principally  re- 
responsible  for  our  improved  results," 
Richard  M.  Furland,  president  and  chief 
executive  officer,  said  in  releasing  the 
earnings  report.  "The  excellent  growth  of 
Squibb's  overseas  operations  paced  by 
sales  of  new  products,  continued  during 
the  first  half,  and  our  domestic  pharma- 
ceutical business  had  another  good  per- 
formance despite  extremely  competitive 
antibiotic  prices  and  rising  costs."  World- 
wide cosmetic  and  fragrance  sales  also 
increased,  but  the  profitability  of  these 
operations  was  adversely  affected  by  a 
five-week  strike  at  Lanvin-Charles  of  the 
Ritz's  main  domestic  manufacturing  plant. 

Briefly 

R.  Gordon  Drummond  Ltd  have  opened 
a  new  branch  in  Edinburgh  within  the 
shopping  centre  at  Wester  Hailes,  a  new 
townlet  on  the  western  end  of  the  city. 
Philip  Harris  (Holdings)  Ltd:  Preliminary 
figures  for  the  year  ended  March  31  show 
that  group  turnover  was  up  to  £4-758m 
(£3-777m).  Group  profit  before  tax  was 
£475,107  (£340,641),  £213,871  (£196,338) 
after  tax.  The  proposed  final  dividend  is 
l-9p  per  share. 

Bengue  &  Co  Ltd:  From  August  5  all 
orders  should  be  sent  to  the  company  at 
St  Ives  House,  St  Ives  Road,  Maidenhead, 
Berks  SL6  1RD  (telephone  Maidenhead 
28424).  Orders  will  be  dispatched  from 
that  address.  The  change  is  to  release 
space  for  manufacturing  and  warehousing 
in  Wembley. 


Appointments 


Max  Factor  Ltd:  Mr  Roy  Carney  has 
been  appointed  national  display  manager. 
He  will  work  frpm  a  new  display  studio 
being  built  in  Max  Factor's  manufac- 
turing complex  in  Bournemouth. 
Richard  Hudnut  Ltd:  Mr  R.  R 
Humphreys  has  been  appointed  product 
manager,  consumer  products  group,  and 
will  be  principally  concerned  with  the 
marketing  of  the  Poly  colourant  and 
Hudnut  hair  care  ranges. 
Kabi  PharmaceuticaPs  Ltd:  Mr  A. 
Wiklund.  Swedish  co-director,  has  been 
appointed  managing  director,  Mr  A.  M. 
Nicholls.  former  managing  director  will 
remain  as  executive  director  of  the  com- 
pany at  the  Ealing  office 
L'Oreal  have  appointed  Mr  C.  Ashley  to 
head  the  UK  company,  Golden  Ltd.  Mr 
Ashley,  who  was  formerly  assistant  mana- 
ging director  of  Golden  Ltd,  will  be  joined 
by  Mr  J.  Mas,  who  is  appointed  general 
manager.  Mr  J.  Glain,  former  managing 
director,  moves  to  Paris  to  take  over  the 
Luxe  division  of  L'Oreal. 
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SPOT  OFFERS 

London,  July  31:  Although  the  holiday 
season  continued  to  keep  trading  at  a 
low  level,  a  number  of  prices  were 
adjusted  in  both  the  crude  drugs  and 
essential  oils  markets.  Cassia  lignea  was 
being  offered  on  the  spot,  and  a  price 
was  quoted  for  styrax  now  landing. 
Bourbon  geranium  oil  was  also  offered 
on  the  spot.  Senna  shipments  from  the 
port  of  Tuticorin  for  June  were  reported 
as  follows: —  \ 

UK      US  Europe 
Leaves  (tons)  21       28  205 

Pods  (tons)  27      —  416 

Among  chemicals  raised  in  price  since 
the  last  quotation  were  a  number  of 
corticosteroids  and  hormones.  One  sup- 
plier blames  the  world  shortage  of  the 
natural  commodities  from  which  these 
drugs  are  synthesised,  and  sees  no  pros- 
pect of  improvement  in  either  supply  or 
price  until  at  least  the  beginning  of  1975. 

Pharmaceutical  chemicals 

Acetic  acid:  12-ton  lots  delivered,  per  metric  ton, 
BPC  glacial  from  £94;  99.5  Der  cent  technical  £87; 
80  per  cent  grades  pure  £82.50;  technical  £75. 
Acetomenaphthone:  100-kg  lots  £0.64i  kg. 
Adrenaline:  (per  g)  1-kg  lots  synthetic  £0.25  g; 
acid  tartrate  £0.20  g. 

Ascorbic  acfd:  £6.00  kg;  5-kg  £5.00  kg;  sodium 
ascorbate,  plus  8p;  silicone-coated,  plus  25p  kg. 
Bacitracin  zinc:  £3.10  per  mu. 
Bismuth  salts:  £  per  kg. 


carbonate 
salicylate 
subgallate 
subnitrate 


Borax:  BP  grades,  2-4  ton  lots  per  metric  ton,  in 
paper  bags  delivered — granular  £95;  crystals  £126; 
powder  £103;  extra  fine  powder  £108.  Technical 
grades  less  £26  per  ton  for  British  materials;  less 
£10  for  imported. 

Boric  acid:  BP  grade  per  metric  ton  in  2-4  ton 
lots — granular  £127;  crystals  £178;  powder  £103; 
extra-fine  powder  £108  in  paper  bags,  carriage 
paid.  Technical  is  £26  per  1,000  kg  less  than 
BP  grades  for  British  material;  less  £10  for  im- 
ported. 

Caffeine:    Anhydrous    £3.19    kg    in    100-kg  lots; 
citrate  £2.09  Kg  (50-kg  lots) 
Calciferol:  £450  per  kg. 

Calcium  carbonate:  BP  light  £70.00  per  1,000 
Calcium  pantothenate:  £5.50  kg;  £4.00  kg. 
Chloramphenicol  palmitate:  £40.00  per  kg. 
Deltacortisone:  £450  per  kg. 
Digoxin:  £2.85  per  g. 

Isoprenaline:  1-kg  lots  hydrochloride  £30.00; 
phate  £25.00. 

Magnesium  dihydrogen  phosphate:  £0.8358 
50-kg  lots. 
Methyl-testosterone:  £220  kg. 
Neomycin  sulphate:  £42  kg. 
Noreihynodrel:  £190  kg. 

Phosphoric  acid:  BP,  sg  1.750,  £0.2207  kg  in  10- 
drum  lots. 

Potassium  hydroxide:   Pellets  BP  1963  in 
lots,    £0.84    kg;    sticks    £2.90;  technical 
Potassium  phosphate:  BPC  1949  in  50  kg 
granular  £0.9316  kg;  powder  £0  8012 
Progesterone:  £120  per  kg. 
Pyridoxine:   £13.75   kg;   £12.75    kg    in  5-kg 
Pyrogallic  acid:  Pure  500-kg  lots  £4.92  kg 
Riboflavine:  £19.00  kg;  5-kg  lots  £18.00  kg 
Sodium  citrate:  Granular  £410  to  £554  per  metric 
ton  as  to  source;  powder  £420-£564. 
Sodium  pantothenate:   (kg)  £7.50;  5-kg  £6.50 
f°d'um.  Perborate:   (per  1,000  kg)—  monohydrate 
£285— tetrahydrate  £167. 

Sodium  sulphate:  BP  crystals  per  metric  ton 
£88  00     commercial    £26.85;     anhydrous  about 

Sodium  thiosulphate:  £88  50  metric  ton  ex  works 
■   photo'  grade 
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Streptomycin:  £18.00  kg  base,  dihydrostreptomycin 
£18.50  kg  base. 

Tannic  acid:  500-kg  fluffy  £1.53  kg;  powder  £1.50. 
Tartaric  acid:  Spanish  £1,345  per  metric  ton. 
Testosterone:  £200  kg;  propionate  £230  kg. 
Theophylline:   Hyarate   ana   anhydrous   £3.21  kg 
in  100-kg  lots  —  ethylenediamlne  (aminophylline) 
£3.36  kg  (50-kg). 

Thiamine  hydrochloride:  £9.20  kg;  5-kg  £8.20 
mononitrate  £9.70  and  £8.70  respectively. 
L-Thyroxine:  £1.25  per  kg. 
L-Triiodothyronine  sodium:  £2.50  per  g. 
Vitamin  A:  Oily  1  million  iu  per  g  £7.60  kg 
5-kg;  dried  acetate  325,000  iu  per  g,  £6.1u 
500,000  iu  £7.25 — both  in  5-kg  lots. 
Vitamin  D:  °owder  for  tableting  850,000  iu  per  g 
£25.00  kg;  £i:4.00  kg. 

Vitamin  t:  (per  kg)  25  per  cent  (gel)  £10.85;  50 
per  cent  powder  £8.50,  acetate  £12  kg;  £11  for 
3-kg  lots. 


Crude  drugs 

Aconite:   Spot    nominal    £1,300   metric   ton,  cif. 
Agar:  Spanish  nominally  £6.15  kg. 
Aloes:    Cape   £1,300   metric  ton,    spot,  Curacao 
£1,450  spot. 

Balsams:    (kg)    Canada:   Unobtainable.  Copaiba: 
BPC  £2  90  spot;  £2.85,  cif    Peru:  £8.60  spot  and 
cif.   Tolu:   £3.80   spot;   £3.70,  cif. 
Belladonna:  (metric  ton)  Herb  £410  spot;  no  cif. 
Root,   £490  spot.  Leaves  £800,  cif. 
Benzoin:  BPC  £65.00  cwt  spot;  £63-£64.00,  cif. 
Buchu:  Rounds  £3.10  kg  afloat,  £3.00,  cif. 
Camphor:  Powder  £5.80  kg,  cif. 
Cardamoms:  (per  lb  cif)  Alleppy  greens  No.  1 
£2.00;  prime  seeds  £1.90. 
Cascara:  ShiDment  £610  metric  ton,  cif. 
Cassia:  lignea,  broken  £1,400  metric  ton,  spot. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £550  metric  ton  afloat;  £535  cif. 
Chillies:  Nigerian  funtua  £373  ton  spot. 
Cinnamon:    (cif)     Bark.    July-August    £490  ton, 
quills,  four  O's  £0.42  lb;  chips  £0.08*. 
Cloves:  (Per  ton,  cif) — Ceylon  £2,700;  Madagas- 
car £2,450,  Zanzibar  £2,450. 

Cochineal:  Spot.  Peruvian  silver-grey  £15.00  kg; 
Tenerife   black  £18.00  both  nominal. 
Colocynth  pulp:  Spot  £720  metric  ton. 
Dandelion:   Spot   £840,   shipment.    Forward  £800 
metric  ton,   cif,  Oct-Dec. 

Gentian:  Root  £1.90  kg  nominal,  spot;  £1.85  kg. 
cif. 

Ginger:    (ton    cif)    Cochin    £525;    Sierra  Leone 
unquoted;  Jamaican  No.  3  £895. 
Henbane:  Niger  £1,350  metric  ton;  £1,200,  cif. 
Hydrastis:  £9.35  kg  spot;  £9.25,  cif. 
Ipecacuanha:  (kg)  Costa  Rica  £3.60  spot;  £3.30, 
cif.   Matto  Grosso  spot  nominal  £9.00,  shipment 
£8.80  nominal,  Colombian  £5.30;  £5.15,  cif. 
Jalap:  Mexican  whole  tubers  £1,950  metric  ton 
spot;  £1,750,  cif.  Brazilian  £430  spot. 
Lemon  peel:  £820  metric  ton  spot;  £800  cif. 
Liquorice  root:  (metric  ton)  Chinese  and  Russian 
unobtainable.  Persian  £1.75  kg 
Lobelia:  European  £1.10  kg,  cif;  American,  coarse 
powder,  £470  metric  ton. 

Lycopodium:  Indian  £4.70  kg.  Canadian  £4.90. 
Mace:  Grenada  No.  1  £3,024  long  ton  fob. 
Menthol:    Brazilian    £20.50    kg    spot;    £20.00  cif. 
Chinese  £28.00  spot  and  shipment. 
Mustard:  £320-£340  spot. 

Nutmeg:   (ton,  cif)   East   India  80s  £1,750;  110's 
£1,650;  bwp  £1,320,  Grenada  unsorted  £1.512. 
Nux  vomica:  £140  metric  ton  spot;  £130,  cif. 
Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £700  nominal  spot; 
£650  July-August,    £665   September-October,  cif; 
white  £950  spot. 

Pimento:  Shioment  Jamaican  $2,200,  cif. 
Podophyllum:  Emodi   (metric  ton)  £470,  spot. 
Quillaia:  £1.350  metric  ton  spot;  £1,300,  cif. 
Rhubarb:  Chinese  rounds  60%  pinky  £1.45  kg. 
Seeds:  (ton)  Anise:  China  star  unselected  £955. 
cif.   Caraway:   Dutch   forward   £365,   cif.  Celery: 
Indian  £430,  cif.  Coriander:  Moroccan  £100,  cif; 
Cumin:  £615,  cif.  Dill:  Chinese  £210;  Indian  £220, 
cif.  Fennel:  £335-£400,  cif.  Fenugreek:  160,  cif. 
Saffron:   Mancha  superior  £88  lb. 
Sarsaparilla:  £1.25  kg  spot 

Senega:  No  spot.  August-September  £6.50  kg 
cif  nominal. 

Senna:  Alexandrian  and  Tinnevelly  pods  and 
leaves  nominal. 

Styrax:  £2.65  kg  landing,  shipment  £2.60,  cif. 

Squill:  White  unobtainable. 

Tonquin  beans:  £1  40  spot;  no  cif. 

Turmeric:  Madras  finger  £300  ton,  cif. 

Valerian:   Indian  rootlets   £200  metric  ton,  spot. 

Witchhazel  leaves:  Spot  £1.85  kg;  £1.80  cif. 


Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Clove:  Madagascar  leaf  about  £3.90  kg,  cif. 
Eucalyptus:  Chinese  £8.40  kg,  80-85  per  cent. 
Geranium:  (kg)  Bourbon  £26.50  kg  spot. 
Lemongrass:  Forward  £4.25  kg.  cif. 
Patchouli.  £8.00  spot  and  cif. 
Petitgrain:  £10.00  kg,  cif. 

Spearmint:  Chinese  £7.00  kg  spot  and  cif:  Ameri- 
can £11.00  spot. 


The  prices  given  are  those  obtained  by  importers 
or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  and  do  not 
include  value  added  tax.  They  represent  the  last 
quoted  or  accepted  prices  as  we  go  to  press  but 
it  should  be  noted  that  in  the  present  state  of 
the  markets  quotations  change  frequently. 


High  Profits 

with 
High  Potency 

Blakoe 
Vitamin  E 

Blakoe  Vitamin  E  -  attractively 
packed  in  convenient  counter 

display  outers  -  provides 
YOU  with  a  fast  selling,  high 
quality  product. 

TRADE  RETAIL 


Blakoe  Vitamin  E 
(High  Potency) 

100  mg  100  tabs 

tact.  VAT 

80p  £1.30 

Blakoe  Vitamin  E 
(Higher  Potency) 

200  mg  50  tabs 

80p 

£1.30 

Blakoe  Vitamin  E 
(Higher  Potency) 

200  mg  50  caps 

80p 

£1.30 

Blakoe  Vitamin  E 
(Highest  Potency) 

600  mg  15  caps 
32  caps 

80p 
£1.58 

£1.25 
£2.50 

Blakoe  Vitamin  E 
(High  Potency) 

Cream 

94p 

£1.75 

Furtherinformationavailablefrom 


Blakoe  Limited, 

229  Putney  Bridge  Road,  London  SW1 5 


A        Pharmaceutical  Packaging  (Leeds)  Ltd 


K1RKSTALL  HILL.  P.O.  BOX  140.  LEEDS  LS1  10E 
TELEGRAMS;    WAlOE    LEEDS  TELEPHONE  7526S1 


Mr.  T.  P.  Percival  has  now  left  our  employ. 

Mr.  "Bert"  HOOK 

who  had  twenty  years  with  Reckitt  &  Colman  calling  on 
pharmacists  in  the  West  Midlands  will  now  be  representing  us 
in  this  Area  to  look  after  your  printing  and  packaging  require- 
ments. 

He  resides  at:- 

55  Sterndale  Road,  Great  Barr,   Birmingham,   B42  2AR. 
Phone:  021-357-4085 


The  only 

BEVELLED  TONGUE  DEPRESSOR 

in  the  world. 

Applicators  also  available 
AYRES  BIOPSY  CERVICAL  SCRAPERS 

This  high  quality  scraper  immediately  available 
in  large  quantities.  Special  prices  for  bulk 
orders. 

ASHW00D  TIMBER  &  PLASTICS  LTD., 

Plyfa  House,  Leven  Road,  London  E14  OLW        Tel:  01-987  6343/6461 


Classified  Advertisements 


Hospital  appointments 


OS 


HEALTH  DISTRICT  (TEACHING) 

Lambeth,  Southwark  and  Lewisham 
Area  Health  Authority  (Teaching) 


STAFF  PHARMACIST 

(Non-Sterile  Production,  Drug  Distribution  and 
Information) 

Salary:  £2,481-£3,120  +  London  Weighting  + 
Threshold  Agreement  Allowances 

The  post  presents  an  opportunity  for  an  enthusiastic 
Pharmacist  to  participate  in  the  development  of  new 
systems  of  drug  distribution  and  to  be  involved  in  the 
establishment  of  information  and  ward  pharmacy 
schemes. 

PHARMACISTS 

Salary:  £1 ,872-£2,340  +  London  Weighting  + 
Threshold  Agreement  Allowances 

Required  for  general  duties  within  the  Noel  Hall 
area.  These  posts  present  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
newly  qualified  pharmacists  to  gain  experience  in  all 
aspects  of  hospital  pharmacy. 

Job  Descriptions  and  application  forms  available 
from  Personnel  Office,  ext.  2724/8,  King's  College 
Hospital,  Denmark  Hill,  London  SE5  9RS.  Further 
details  and  departmental  visits  may  be  arranged  by 
contacting  Miss  M.  Hodges,  Area  Pharmacist,  01-274 
6222  Ext.  2272. 


ftedbridge/Waltham  Forest  Area 
Health  Authority 

East  Rodlng  Health  District 

SENIOR/BASIC  PHARMACY 
TECHNICIANS 

3roup  posts.  Must  be  ex- 
perienced. Salary  scales  Senior 
£1,458/£1.815  p.a.  Basic  £1,134/ 
£1,533  p.a.  both  plus  £126  p.a. 
London  Weighting.  Applications 
to  Senior  Administrator,  King 
George  Hospital,    llford,  Essex. 


Wanted 


PLEASE  MENTION  C  4  D  WHFN 
REPLYING  TO  ADVERTISEMENTS 


WE  WILL  PURCHASE  for  cash  a 
complete  stock  of  a  redundant  line, 
including  finished  or  partly  finished 
goods  packaging,  raw  materials, 
etc.  No  quantity  too  large.  Our 
representative  will  call  anywhere. 
Write  or  telephone  Lawrence 
Edwards  &  Co.  Ltd.,  6/7  Wellington 
Close,  Ledbury  Road,  London.  W.11 
Tel:  Park  3137-8. 

GOOD  PRICES  always  paid  for  com- 
plete old  Chemists  shop  Interiors, 
including  shelf,  drawer,  and  dispen- 
sing units,  showcases,  Jars  etc.  127, 
Pancras  Rd.,  London,  N.W.1.  01-387 
6039 


HACKNEY  HOSPITAL 

London  E.9. 


Applications  are  invited  for  the  post  of 

PHARMACY 
TECHNICIAN 

(Salary  Scale  £1 ,134-£1 ,533  plus  London  Weighting 
and  Cost  of  Living  allowance.) 

to  join  a  team  of  staff  providing  a  progressive  pharma- 
ceutical service  to  the  psychiatric  unit  in  this  large 
general  hospital. 

Further  details  available  from  the  Principal  Pharmacist, 
Tel.  985-5555  Ext.  135. 

Applications  in  writing  to  Personnel  Dept.,  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital,  London  E.C.1,  quoting  ref.  PTB 
4670/CD. 


HACKNEY  HOSPITAL 

London  E.9. 


Applications  are  invited  for  the  post  of 

STAFF 

PHARMACIST 

(Salary  Scale  £2,481 -£3,1 20.  Plus  London  Weighting 
and  Cost  of  Living  Allowance.) 

to  develop  a  rationalised  service  to  the  adjacent  hos- 
pitals. The  post  will  be  based  at  Hackney  Hospital  — 
a  large  general  hospital  of  approximately  700  beds  — 
and  the  successful  applicant  will  be  invited  to  partici- 
pate in  the  Ward  Pharmacy  system. 
Further  information  available  from  the  Principal 
Pharmacist,  Tel.  985-5555  Ext.  135. 
Applications  in  writing  to  Personnel  Dept.,  St.  Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital,  London  E.C.1,  quoting  ref.  PH/ 
4673/CD. 
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J&MCt 

For  the  very  best  in  Bubble  Bath  Gift  Packs 

Business  opportunities 


VETERINARY  PHARMACEUTICALS? 

Pharmacists,  have  you  investigated  the  market  oppor- 
tunities for  expansion  into  this  interesting  field? 

VetriPharm  offer  a  national  wholesale  service  with  a 
comprehensive  range  of  proprietary  and  "own  brand" 
animal  health  products  at  competitive  prices.  We  are 
also  specialist  fillers  of  aerosols  in  small  runs. 

VETRIPHARM  (Leven)  LTD., 
Leven,  Hull,  Yorkshire. 
Telephone:  Leven  (0401)  42508 


AGENCY  LINES 

National  wholesale  distributors  who  supply  chemists 
and  hospitals  throughout  the  U.K.  are  now  able  to 
consider  the  development  of  further  products  on  a 
sole  distribution  or  agency  basis.  The  company  is 
experienced  in  handling  products  from  overseas. 

Write,  giving  brief  details  to:  BOX  NO.  2264. 


TOILETRIES  MANUFACTURERS 

Old  established  manufacturers  of  hairdressers,  beauty  and 
cosmetic  products;  specialists  in  all  aerosol  and  sachet  filling. 
Laboratory  supervision,  and  own  printing  department.  We  are 
interested  in  taking  on  new  work  for  home  or  overseas  customers. 

TAYLOR  REESON  LABORATORIES  LTD. 

Industrial  Estate,  Lower  Farnham  Road, 
Aldershot,  Hants.  GU12  4EH.  Tel:  Aldershot  314320/314329. 


ARE  YOU  IMPORTING  OR  EXPORT- 
ING TO  PAKISTAN  OR  THE  FAR 
EAST.  We  run  regular  fast  overland 
service  to  Turkey,  Iran,  Afghanistan, 
and  Pakistan  at  cheap  rates.  All 
consignments  Warehouse  to  Ware- 
house. Contact:  International  Enter- 
prises, 30-32  Thomas  Street,  Man- 
chester M4  1ER.  Tel:  061-834 
1735/6527. 


Shop  to  Let 


BETWEEN  Grimsby  and  Cleethorpes, 
cash  drug  store  easily  converted  to 
pharmacy,  modern  double-fronted 
shop  with  good  living  accommoda- 
tion with  garage  and  large  store. 
£1.500  plus  s.a.v.  Property  on  rental 
or  can  be  purchased.  Tel:  Grimsby 


Shopfitting 


Low  Cost 
Unit 

Shopfronts 

600  Designs 


lake 
36 

Months 
To  Pay 


*♦   In  Anodised  Aluminium 

■*  Built  in  Illuminated  Signs 

Available  from  stock 

-*-  Installed  in  2  Days 
on  most  sites' 

UNIT  SHOPFRONTS  LTD 

LVP  House,  Park  Royal  Road. 
London  N.W.10. 7LF. 

PHONE:  01-  965-  9712 


Shopfitting  -  The  Easy  Way: 

•  COST  SAVING  Specialist 
Advice. 

•  TIME  SAVING  Work 
Co-ordination 

•  Shopfitting  Display  Equipment. 
Shopfronts,  Lighting  etc. 

Phone  without  obligation 
061-445  3506 
H.   A.   PEYSER    Manchester  20. 


SHOPFRONTS  and  Interior  fittings 
by  Chemist  Specialists,  WARWICK 
SHOPFITTING,  20  Rudd  Street 
London,  SE18  6RS.  Tel:  01-854 
C343 


Please  mention  C  &  D 
when  replying 
to  advertisements 


Agents 


AUSTRALIA 

Small,  energetic  importing 
company  with  Head  Office 
in  Sydney  specialising  in 
Medical,  Surgical  and  Phar- 
maceutical can  accept  ad- 
ditional suitable  lines  for 
sale  through  Pharmacies. 
Nationwide  coverage 
through  all  wholesale  out- 
lets. 

Exclusive  deal  preferred. 
Director    visiting  London 
August. 

Write  Box  No.  2259,  c/o 
Chemist  &  Druggist. 


AGENTS  REQUIRED  having  personal 
connections  to  go-ahead  Chemists 
by  leading  manfrs.  of  Branded  Baby 
Shoes,  who  now  offer  a  compact 
range  of  their  products  spec,  selec- 
ted and  packed  as  a  Chemists  sun- 
dry line.  Generous  commission.  Box 
No.  2256. 


Businessforsale 


SOUTH  HUMBERSIDE  DRUG  STORE 
Same  hands  25  years  with  virtual 
monopoly  over  a  wide  area.  No 
chemists  in  the  area  and  with  great 
potential  especially  for  a  qualified 
pharmacist,  and  is  offered  together 
with  fine  old  freehold  property  dat- 
ing back  to  the  1770's,  but  which 
has  been  modernised  and  centrally 
heated  and  having  three  bedrooms 
and  secluded  rear  garden  and  gar- 
age. An  unrepeatable  opportunity  for 
ihe  right  man  at  £11,000  freehold. 
Hanfords.  Abbey  Walk,  Grimsby 
Phone  2461. 


For  Sale 


ONE  SIZE  TIGHTS.  Perfects  from 
£1.50  per  dozen  plus  V.A.T. 
Minimum  order  £15  overall.  Carriage 
free.  Price  List.  Edward  Kaye  Ltd., 
Coventry  House.  South  Place.  Lon- 
don   E  C  2 


Appointments 


Pharmacist 


The  Bush  Boake  Allen  Division  of  this  Com- 
pany, who  are  one  of  the  leading  manufac- 
turers of  flavours  and  essences  and  associated 
products,  have  a  vacancy  for  a  qualified  phar- 
macist. 

He  will  manage  a  department  involved  in  the 
manufacture  of  galenicals,  ointments  and 
essences  from  natural  products.  Some  produc- 
tion experience  would  be  desirable. 

The  factory  is  situated  at  Long  Melford,  Suf- 
folk in  a  pleasant  rural  location.  Temporary 
unfurnished  accommodation  is  available  (3- 
bedroomed  flat). 

The  position  carries  an  attractive  salary  to- 
gether with  non-contributory  pension  and  life 
assurance  schemes  and  four  weeks  holiday  pet- 
annum  after  a  short  qualifying  period. 
Please  write  for  an  application  to  the  Start 
Officer,  Albright  &  Wilson  Ltd.,  1  Knights- 
bridge  Green,  London  SW1X  7QD  (Ref.  367A). 

JllilSKIOHT  & 
WILSON  mi 


166    Chemist  &  Druggist 


3  August  1974 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH 


MARKETING  OF 
PROPRIETARY 
MEDICINES 

New  Licensing  Scheme 


Under  Regulations  made  by  the  Minister  for 
Health  entitled  the  European  Communities 
(Proprietary  Medicinal  Products) 
Regulations,  1974,  prior  authorisation  will  be 
required  to  market  any  proprietary  medicinal 
product  for  human  use  which  is  not  already 

on  the  Irish  market  on  1  October,  1974. 
Guidelines  on  applications  for  authorisations 
may  be  obtained  from: — 

Drugs  Division 
Department  of  Health 
Custom  House 
Dublin  1 
(Telephone  742961,  ext.  379) 

The  Regulations  allow  up  to  120  days  for 
consideration  of  applications.  In  practice, 
consideration  will  normally  take  about  two 

months.  It  is,  therefore,  desirable  that 
applications  should  be  submitted  as  soon  as 
possible  in  respect  of  products  it  is  intended 
to  introduce  after  1st  October  next. 


HATFIELD  —  Keen  Manager  required 
for  busy  well  established  business  in 
shopping  precinct.  Experienced  staff. 
Spacious  living  accommodation. 
Apply  Ekins  &  Fisher,  145  Victoria 
St.,  St.  Albans.  Tel  53240. 


Stocktakers 


ASK  THE  Trade  Valuers  Institute  for 
list  of  Members  and  be  assured  ot 
Competent  Valuers.  Prospective  Mem- 
bers apply  to  T.V.I.,  180  Main  Ftd., 
Gidea  Park,   Essex.  Romford  66466. 


Appointments 

Wanted 


DISPENSER  (Apoth.  Hall  Cert.)  re- 
cently retired  from  Mission  Hospital, 
seeks  interesting  Part  or  Full  time 
work  —  London  or  Sussex  preferred, 
anything  considered.  Reply  to  Box 
No.  2262. 


Your  formula  for 

success  as  our 

tablet  production 
superintendent 


You've  qualified  in  Pharmacy  or  an  allied  scientific  subject 
and  have  been  working  in  the  pharmaceutical  manufacturing 
industry  for  over  two  years.  Your  experience  and  knowledge  has 
taught  you  how  to  handle  responsibility  and  now  that  you're 
about  26  you  want  to  hold  a  managerial  post. 

CWS  -  a  unique  £700111  turnover  organisation  will  give  you 
what  you  want.  At  Manchester  we  manufacture  pharmaceutical 
products  for  sale  in  Co-op  chemists  and  grocers  throughout  the 
country  .Your  job  will  be  to  expand  our  tablet  range  and  contri- 
bute to  its  profitability.  You  will  be  responsible  for  maintaining 
and  improving  our  high  standards  of  production,  making  the 
most  of  our  manufacturing  resources  and  organising  and 
planning  the  work. 

We  offer  a  good  salary,  genuine  prospects  for  promotion 
within  the  CWS  organisation,  and  a  re-location  allowance.  If 
you  think  you  have  the  right  qualifications  for  the  job  write  to, 
Mr.  A.  Long,  Factory  Manager,  Droylsden  Pharmaceutical 
Works,  Greenside  Lane,  Droylsden,  Manchester. 


CO 

o 


a 


Co-operative 
Wholesale  Society 
Grocery  Group 


Miscellaneous 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Gentlemen  you  are  far  too  busy 
to  sell  our  vast  range  of  fashion 
jewellery,  so  why  not  let  us  sell 
it  for  you  by  stocking  our  range 
of  elegant  displays,  each  dis- 
playing a  fantastic  range  of  all 
the  latest  lines,  clearly  marked 
with  the  suggested  retail  price 
showing  you  a  handsome  profit 
margin  with  continuity  of  sales 
assured  by  repeats  from  our 
huge  stock. 

These  convenient  units  are  prov- 
ing to  be  a  tremendous  success 
with  Chemists  all  over  the  coun- 
try. Customers  areas  are  strictly 
observed  so  why  not  make  1974 
a  good  year  by  contacting  us 
now  for  our  representative  to 
call.  No  waiting,  goods  left  on 
the  spot  and  working  for  you 
within  seconds.  Alternatively  we 
send  assorted  parcels,  just  state 
how  much  you  wish  to  spend, 
min.  £30,  seven  days  approval. 
We  are  proud  of  our  parcels  and 
you  will  be  very  pleased  that 
you  contacted 

R.  F.  Vernon  &  Co 

52  Mount  Road,  Leicester 
Tel:  Day  0533  26403 
Night  0533  675327 


BREAKING  OR 
FLAKING  NAILS? 

Try  Coralies's  "Healthinale"  44p 
from  chemists  or  direct  4§p  in- 
cluding postage. 

The  Hand  &  Nail  Institute 

(Est.  40  years) 
35  Old  Bond  Street.,  W.1. 
Tel:  01-493  7561 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd. 
34  Shudehiil,  Manchester  M4  1EY 
Tel:  061-832  6564 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
selection  of  Necklets,  Brooches, 
Chainbelts,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
ings  (all  types).  Hair-Orna- 
ments, etc. 


PREMATURE  EJACULATION  can  be 
prevented  with  DEFERGEL.  6  tubes 
£2-75  (Retail  75p)  plus  VAT  Post 
Free  _  Lloyd's,  51,  Albert  Road 
Southsea,  Hants. 


Tolley's 

Tax  Tables  1974/75 

16  pages  of  easy-to-read 
tables  covering  the  new 
rates  of  income  tax,  corp- 
oration tax  and  ACT,  for 
60p. 

Tolley  Publishing  Co.,  44a 
High  Street,  Croydon  CR9 
1UU  01-686  9144 


Printed  in  Britain  by  W.  S.  CAINES  Ltd,  Plaistow,  London  E.13,  and  published  by  BENN  BROTHERS  LTD,  25  New  Street  Square,  London,  EC4A  3JA. 
Registered  at  the  GPO  as  a  newspaper.  ©  all  rights  reserved.  No  part  of  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system,  or 
transmitted  in  any  form  or  by  any  means,  electronic,  mechanical,  photocopy  ing,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  prior  permission  of  Benn  Brothers  Ltd. 
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KELDON  LIMITED 


17,  WADSWORTH  ROAD 
GREENFORD.  MIDDLESEX 

TEL:  01  -997  4441 


PRICE  CHANGES  EFFECTIVE  29th 

JULY,  1974 
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CVPI  WAT 
CAUL  V  M  1 

PRODUCT 

(each) 

(per  dozen) 

OPTREX  Small  (110  ml) 

£0.26i 

£2.21 

(with  eye  bath) 

£0.29i 

£2.45 

Large  (300  ml) 

£0.45 

£3.75 

Family  (800  ml) 

£0.72^ 

£6.04 

Eye  Mask  (Singles) 

£0.1  2 

£0.89 
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Eye  Baths 

£0.09~ 

£0.56 

Lens  Cloth 

£0.10 

£0.74 

Eye  Make  Up  Remover 

£0.48 

£3.56 

Una-Pac  Lens  Storage  Case 

£1.50 

£11.12 

Wetting  Solution  (55  ml) 

£0.58i 

£4.33 

Soaking        ,,       (120  ml) 

£0.69i 

£5.15 

Composite  Una-Kit 

£2.43 

£1  8.00 

OPTONE  Eye  Drops  Small 

£0.29i 

£2.45 

Large 

£0.38 

£3.1  7 
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PANETS  10  s 

£0.12 

£1.00 

20's 

£0.20i 

£1.71 

50's 

£0.40 

£3.33 

Baby  Syrup  (100  ml) 

£0.24i 

£2.04 

OPTROSE  ROSE  HIPSYRUP  6fl.oz. 

£0.1 8i 

£1.54 

  1  2  fl.  oz. 

£0.344 

£2.87 

  18fl.oz. 

£0.47 

£3.92 

ORANGE  JUICE  AND  ROSE  HIP 

SYRUP  6  fl.  oz. 

£0.1  8i 

£1.54 

1  9  f  1  m 
1  Z  T(.  OZ. 

T9  Q7 

KELDON  ORANGE  JUICE 

£0.17 

£1.42 

FAMEL  Small  (114  ml) 

£0.27i 

£2.29 

Large  (228  ml) 

£0.43 

£3.58 
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£0.27i 

£2.29 

  (228  ml) 

£0.43~ 

£3.58 

Throat  Pastilles 

£0.23i 

£1.96 

Children's  Linctus  (100  ml) 

£0.27i 

£2.29 

Children's  Pastilles 

£0.194 

£1.63 

Inhalant  Capsules 

£0.14 

£1.17 

„  Inhaler 

£0.16 

£1.33 

OKASA  TABLETS 

50  Silver-coated  Tablets 

£0.97 

£7.19 

100  „ 

£1.61 

£11.93 

300   

£4.05 

£30.00 

QUANTS  WITCH  HAZEL  (100  ml) 

£0.18i 

£1.37 

GON  Tablets  24  s 

£0.1 8i 

£1.55 

f-„       „  50's 

£0.32i 

£2.71 

NOXZEMA  Skin  Cream  Tubes 

£0.21i 

£1.66 

Jars 

£0.30i 

£2.35 

0PTULLE  PARAFFIN  GAUZE 

DRESSING 

OPTULLE  24's  (10  cm  x  10  cm) 

£0.40 

£2.96 

36's  (10  cm  x  10  cm) 

£0.48 

£3.56 

OPTULLE  CONTINUOUS  STRIP 

7  m  x  10  cm 

£0.88 

£6.51 

5  m  x 1 9  cm 

£0.92 

£6.82 
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the  BRAND  LEADER 


STERILE 


Dressing  Packs 

and  STERILE 

Gauze  Pads 


OBTAINABLE  FROM  ALL 
WHOLESALE  CHEMISTS 


Conforming  to  the  Specification  of  the 
N.H.S.  Drug  Tariff 


Vernon- Cams  Limited 

PENWORTHAM  MILLS  •  PRESTON 

LANCASHIRE 

Tel.  Preston  44493/6 


168    Chemist  &  Druggist 


3  August  1974 


\$eVe  made  sure  our  new  ads  are  noticeable. 


7  s'W/l 
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AXe'd  like  you  to  do  the  same  with  our  products. 


Our  new  Endocil  ads  are  noticeable 
and  convincing  (we've  got  research  to 
prove  it) . 

And  the  £70,000  we're  spending  in 
women's  magazines  ensures  that  our 
audience  will  see  each  ad  an  average  of 
five  times. 

So  all  that  remains  is  for  you  to 
make  full  use  of  our  specially  designed 
display  unit  which  features  all  ten 
Endocil  products. 

If  you  haven't  been  supplied  with 
one,  phone  01-542  3402  or  write  to 
John  MacNaught,  Chefaro  Proprietaries 
Ltd.,  Crown  House,  Morden,  Surrey. 

Then  we  can  both  be  sure  of  getting 
the  attention  we  deserve. 


tfndoeil 

Give  us  t h ree  weeks  am i  wo'  1 1 
give  yotui  healthier  skin. 


Endocil  Endocil  Endocil  Endocil 
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